
 

 President  

Past Pres  

1st Vice Pres  

2nd Vice Pres  

Secretary  

Treasurer  

Archives  

District 14, NIAGARA  

GETTING IN TOUCH  

 Wayne Scott  

Joe Santone  

 Joe McDonald  

Anne Dean  

 Bonnie Bryan  

 Kathy Smith  

 Gordon Rowatt  

GRAPEVINE  
DISTRICT 14  

March 2008  

Communications         Chereen Osborne  

Events  

Goodwill  

Health Services  

Membership  

Membership  

Pension  

Political Action  

 Mary Hesser  

 Lu Beange  

 Mary Pos  

 Fred Sullivan  

 John Shaw  

 Ellen Mcintee  

 Donna Lacavera  

Provincial 1st V.P.      Clarice West-Hobbs  

Webmaster                  John Carruthers  

Newsletter Editor       Michael Britto  

Database                      Judy Crompton  

358-5312  

892-8105  

732-4073  

685-7826  

562-7773  

894-3597  

935-8934  

646-2640  

871-4353  

262-4685  

937-7539  

735-7746  

685-8779  

835-0469  

892-8436  

646-1367  

356-9620  

374-2872  

935-5658  

AREA REPRESENTATIVES  

Fort Erie, Ridgeway, Stevensville, Crystal Beach,  

Sherkston  

 

Niagara Falls  

Judy Laur  

 

Diane Bradley  

Bill Houston  

871-3347  

 

354-5464  

356-6524  

Niagara-on-the-Lake, Virgil, Queenston, St. David's  

Betty Steele  

Dorothy Lees  

Welland, Port Robinson  

Daisy Abraham  

Diane Sauder  

Mary Ann Stocco  

Port Colborne  

Ellen McIntee  

Norma Sieber  

St. Catharines  

Doris Olesky  

Elsie Seddon  

Thorold  

Jane Michaud  

468-3526  

468-7575  

 

735-1781  

788-2951  

835-5709  

 

835-0469  

835-8340  

 

935-5670  

684-3732  

 

227-1961  

Wainfleet, Wellandport, Lowbanks, St. Ann's, Smithville  

Caistor Center  

Lois Tobias                             774-6604  

Grimsby, Beamsville, Lincoln, Jordan Station, Jordan/  

Vineland Station, Vineland,  

Joyce Vidal  

Mary Jane Tanner  

Fonthill, Fenwick, Ridgeville, North Pelham  

Ralph Hogue  

Margot Smith  

www.rtoero-district14.org  

563-7916  

562-7767  

 

892-6688  

892-1891  

th  

lot has happened in 40 years.  

Yes, RTO/ERO District 14 is celebrat-  
th  

ing its 40   anniversary along with the  

Provincial organization.   This celebra-  

tion will continue throughout the year,  

beginning  with  our  Spring  Luncheon.  

You  can  read  more  about  this  in  the  

Grapevine.   Please help us make this  

an auspicious occasion with your sup-  

port and presence.  

Mary Hesser and her committee have  

been hard at work to bring a number  

of activities together for your pleasure  

this year.   Some of these events sell  

out  quickly  so  I  would  suggest  that  

you make your plans early.  

The Provincial Membership Committee  

has been working hard to update the  

different  categories  of  membership.  

Each of these categories has different  

rights  and  responsibilities.  The  up-  

dates  are  being  made  to  meet  the  

needs of RTO/ERO for today and into  

the future.  The changes will be voted  

on at the Spring Senate.  

President's Report  
By Wayne Scott  
president@rtoero-district14.org  

 
As  the  forsythia  and  

crocus    delight    our  

gardens, spring is finally in the air.  It  

is a time of rebirth and growth.   Dis-  

trict 14 has just completed a success-  

ful  Retirement  Workshop  with  over  a  

hundred  participants,  and  RTO/ERO  

has enrolled its 60,000   member.   A  



Many of us know of retirees who did not join 

RTO/ERO when they retired.  We are trying 

to reach out to these retirees and give them 

the opportunity to enjoy the benefits of 

membership.  Although the RTO/ERO 

Insurance plan is a strong reason for 

membership, it isn‘t a prerequisite. Why not 

invite a non-member retired educational 

employee to one of our events.  They will be 

most welcome. 

Like other organizations, we use a team 

approach.  Our committees meet on a 

regular basis, and can always use additional 

help.  At present, our Communications 

committee is in need of a Data Base 

administrator.  The data base is set up and 

needs periodic updates.  If you have an 

interest, we will assist you along the way. 

Get in touch with Chereen Osborne, 905 

6462640 or me, 905 3585312, if you wish to 

get involved.  

By Wayne Scott    

 

 

OOPS 

In the last Grapevine two dates were 
listed incorrectly.  Please mark your 

calendar to reflect these changes.   

Blue Jays v/s Yankees game is on July 12, not 
June 12, and the District 14 Picnic is on July 

17, and not August 17.  

I am sorry for any inconvenience caused by 
these errors. 

 

 

                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re Forty Years Old! 

And We Are Going to 

Celebrating! 

Are you aware, RTO/ERO celebrates its 40th 

anniversary this year, having been formally 

established in March 1968, with the first 

Senate held a month later? For this reason, 

the major celebratory activities will occur at 

Spring Senate, May 13 and 14, 2008, in 

Toronto. 

A committee of President Brian Kenny, 

Second Vice-President Marg Couture, 

Pension & Benefits Officer Tony Sawinski, 

Information Officer Simon Leibovitz, and 

member Brenda Fick is coordinating the 

40th year celebrations at the Provincial level. 

Preliminary plans include: the activities at 

Spring Senate, and at Fall Senate, with 

special guests and guest speakers; special 

40th year promotional and souvenir items 

for Districts; special inserts into Renaissance 

covering the history and special events of 

each decade of RTO/ERO's history. 

Locally we plan to celebrate on Thursday, 

May 15, 2008, so come and join us.  Pick up 

a 40th Anniversary pin and share some good 

times with friends and former colleagues. I 

hope to see you there. 

Clarice West-Hobb  

Provincial                                 

First Vice President, RTO/ERO 

 

 



From the RTO/ERO, District 14 

Archives 

The present organization RTO/ERO, District 14, 
Niagara, had its inception in 1967 as STO, 

Superannuated Teachers of Ontario, due to the 
efforts of Wilf Tanner. From 1968 - 1974 

there were four active units in the STO, 
Niagara District 14.  The first presidents were 

St. Catharines - John McColl; Niagara Falls - 
Ron Pierce; Welland – Mrs. Emma Snelling; 
Port Colbourne - Arthur Johnson. 

In 1974 there were 500 retired teachers in 
RTO, District 14 which was one of the then, 25 

districts in Ontario. The first District 14 
executive was Past President - Wilf Tanner; 

President - John Hodgeson; VP - Evan 
MacDonald; Sec/Treas - Miss M Drago. 

Changes through the first 25 years included:  

 1974-5 STO members who were no 
longer covered by the board's health 

plan were encouraged to sign up for the 
Co-op Health Services of Ontario instead 

of the Blue Cross Plan.  
 1975-6 STO offered trips for members                                                                                                               

 1976-7 a pre-retirement course was 
offered by Brock. District 14 began to 

realize the need for such a seminar 
within its own group 

 1977-8 Niagara District units disbanded 
and began to work as one, District 14 

 1978-9 our first social convenor, Jean 

Minty, was added to the executive 
 1979-0 a Goodwill Committee was set 

up 
 1980-1 CHSO failed but health coverage 

became available under a new plan with 
Confederation Life, and the Annual Fall 

meeting was held at Park Motor Hotel 
rather than at school auditorium 

 1981-2 a Phone Fan-out system was 

suggested to save postage, Alice 
Ogden became the first Goodwill 

Convenor and was added to the 
executive, Area Representatives for 10 

local areas took on the job of making up 
the Goodwill Committee, Ellen Merrin 

was the first Membership Convenor, the 
position of Secretary/Treasurer was 
divided with Ross Junke being 

Secretary and Eleanor Shaw the 
Treasurer, the 1st Retirement 

Counselling session was held, and the 

General Spring meeting became a social 
luncheon held at the Beacon. 

 1982-3 the idea of a district Health 
Services representative was introduced, 

the Provincial office sent out an updated 
membership list of 750 members.  

 1983-4 a new retirees reception was 
held at Rodman Hall, the Past 

President's pin was originated, 
discussion of a District 14 Newsletter 
was started.  Donna Simmons was 

first Communication Officer and was 
added to the executive. 

 1984-5 1st newsletter was sent out, Jim 
Smith arranged a RTO Health Services 

seminar, Johnson Insurance Inc. 
became our plan administrator.   

 1985-6 John Shaw was named the first 
Membership convenor, we had 900 
members.   

 1986-7 District 14 Constitution was 
printed for the membership, Mary 

Hesser became head of the committee 
to improve pensions, Francis Williams 

was named to the provincial committee 
for Health Services.  

 1988-9 revised constitution accepted by 
Provincial office 

 1989-0 1200 members, Pension News 
Issue 1 sent to all retired teachers from 
the new Ontario Teachers Pension Plan 

Board.  Mary Hesser was named the 
RTO rep to the OTF Political Action 

Committee.                                                             
 1990-1 the Treasurer‘s report was 

standardized to the present format, RTO 
District 14 handbook was distributed.                                                                                                        

 1991-2 changed new retirees reception 
to ―I'm Glad I'm Retired‖ informal 
luncheon,    our spring social became an 

informal luncheon planned to advertise 
our new and expanded social calendar 

with trips, baseball games and Shaw 
Festival productions,    Don Reilly was 

named to the Provincial Budget 
committee.                              

 1993 1300 members now, improvement 
in the efforts of the Goodwill Committee 
to be aware of and sensitive to the 

needs of members, reinforcing the need 
to maintain the newsletter as a 

worthwhile means of communicating 
with members. 

By Gordon Rowatt,  District 14 Archivist 

 



Goodwill Report--- Spring 2008 

Spring is just around the corner and it can‘t 
come too soon with our roller coaster winter 
this year. Like me, you must all be looking 

forward to getting outside into the gardens 
and the links for some golf. 
 
District 14 membership has increased by 34 

members as of January 1, 2008. This year 

we have 2511 full members and 294 

associate members with a total of 2805 

members. One of the main goals of the 

district is to increase the membership, 

therefore a retirement/recruitment planning 

workshop is scheduled for the end of 

February. As of the new year, I am sad to 

say that we have lost approximately 12 

members, six to death and six to other 

districts. In the 80 plus birthday club, this 

year, we have approximately 500 members. 

Of those, 4 are centenarians and will be 

celebrating 100 or more years young.  

Unfortunately, our one and only male 

centenarian, Roy Smith, of St Catharines 

who celebrated his 101st birthday on 

November 22, 2007, passed away peacefully 

on February 10th, 2008.  Roy was an avid 

curler and golfer and stayed active until the 

last three months before he passed away. 

His friends were very aware of his 

competitiveness on the ice and on the golf 

courses. Many active senior curlers use a 

curling cue or extender when delivering their 

rocks. Roy always claimed that it was unfair 

that they could walk out to the hogline to 

deliver when he couldn‘t slide to it. He felt 

he was not old enough to use the extender. 

Remember he was now 100 or more years 

old.  

It was not unusual to read about this active 

senior and his amazing accomplishments in 

the newspapers. On his 100th birthday he 

bought a new car, took trips out of town, 

drove to Florida and passed every driver‘s 

test he had to take since his 80th birthday.  

 

When his grandson suggested he buy a 

Cadillac, his reply was that Cadillacs are for 

old people. Instead, he bought a sporty 

Monte Carlo car.  The car dealership made a 

big fuss about Roy‘s car purchase as they 

had never sold a new car to a 100 year old 

person. To mark the occasion they gave him 

free service on his new car for as long as he 

owned it.  Roy‘s explanation for his longevity 

was ‗just keep breathing‘.   

 

 

 

Roy was born in England, came to Canada 

when he was a baby, and moved with his 

family to Toronto. He taught in Bermuda, 

Sudbury, Ethiopia, Wiarton, Simcoe (where 

he got his first taste for his passion of 

curling), and finally Whitby. There he retired 

as a principal. After his retirement he moved 

to St Catharines; but his early retirement 

years were not kind to him; he suffered a 

heart attack, lost his wife of 55 years 

marriage and lost his son. Before the death 

of his son, Roy decided to stay in St 

Catharines. He was a long time fixture at the 

St Catharines Curling Club and the 

Queenston Golf Course, keeping himself 

active summer and winter as well as taking 

an annual vacation to rest and relax.  



 

On his 100th birthday, he reminded everyone 

that three things are needed to have a 

successful retirement—money to do things, 

good health and good friends. His outlook on 

life was wonderful, he accomplished a lot, 

left a memorable legacy for all of us and told 

us ‗to just keep breathing‘ to have longevity. 

A celebration of Roy‘s life was held on 

February 28th at the CAW Hall on Bunting 

Road, St Catharines. 

Each year the Goodwill Committee selects a 

charity to which we make donations in 

memory of our deceased members. At the 

time of writing this article no decision had 

been reached as to the choice of charity for 

2008. The committee is looking at several 

new ones and some previous ones that have 

been very favorable to the members. Last 

year‘s charity was ‗Doctors Without Borders‘. 

A report will be given in the next newsletter, 

meanwhile --- keep breathing. 

by  Luba Beange,  Goodwill Chair 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

We remember and honour the lives of our 

departed colleagues and friends 

Joan Bignell,         Terrence Caldwell,               
Bruce Charlton,     Walter Cheredar           
Grace Climenhage,  Delta Cross            
Susan Etherington,  Edith Furlong          
Mary Godak,           Murtle Gorman-Hansen  
Gaston Grundy,       Joyce Helwig                

Jack Latimer,          Evelyn Lindsay                
Gene McBride,        Marie Mitchell               
James Morris,         Mildred Nelson                  
Eva Newman,         Maureen O‘Farrell          
Ruthe Oswald,       Olive Rickersey           
Gerald Rossi,          Mary Ann Striliski         
Vincent Thomas,     Muriel Tufford       
Elizabeth Vajda ,     Carmel Walter 

 

 

 
 

Membership Committee Report 
 
Fred Sullivan and Ann Dean will represent 

Niagara District 14 at a Membership Chairs 

Workshop in the early March.  The workshop 

will focus on marketing RTO/ERO all persons 

eligible for membership. John Shaw will send 

out monthly a newsletter and letter of 

welcome from the President to all new 

members.  As well, all schools in the Niagara 

district will receive a copy of the Grapevine. 

The committee is attempting to make active 

educators aware of RTO/ERO and its many 

services and activities.  Judy Crompton is 

working to keep our membership list as up 

to date as possible. 

 (1)   Retirement Workshop  

The Membership Committee held a 

Retirement Workshop at the Sheraton 4 

Points on Feb 29, 2008. The workshop was 

well attended by 100+ teachers.  Tony 

Sawinski made a presentation on pensions 

and Debbie Tefler, from John Insurance 

Inc, represented the RTO/ERO Health plan. 

The meeting was well received by those in 

attendance. The attendees went home, 

hopefully, with their questions answered and 

a number of materials to study.  The event 

was organized by the Membership 

Committee with the help of Joe Santone, Lu 

Beange and Mary Hesser. There were doors 

prizes, presentations and opportunities for 

interaction with the presenters.  Seconds on 

dessert were available too!   

(2)  Farewell to the Bell 

The planning for the Farewell to the Bell 

event is well under way for next September. 

It was decided to hold a late brunch, around 

10 a.m., in a central location as yet to be 

determined. Hopefully there will be a golf 

component following brunch. Farewell to 

the Bell will be held in the second week of  

 



September between the 9th and the 12th of 

the month. Watch for details!!!!!!   

Committee members include Mary Pos, 

John Shaw, Ann Dean, Bonnie Leistner, 

and Judy Crompton with the help of Joe 

Santone and Lu Beange.  Chereen 

Osborne sits on the Provincial Member 

Services Committee.  New members are 

always welcome. 

 

 

by Fred Sullivan                        

Membership Chairman 

 

Communication Committee 

Report 

I would be remiss if I did not acknowledge 

the contributions of my predecessor, 

Juanita Rathbun.  She was not only the 

Communications Chair during a difficult time 

of transition but has been, for many years, 

one of the driving forces behind RTO/ERO 

District 14 taking many positions on the 

executive, including the Presidency but an 

articulate advocate for retired teachers and 

seniors.  

Meet the Team 

Michael Britto has been our Newsletter 

Editor for the last year and a half.  This year  

we are adding and changing some things 

with the Grapevine.  This is our solution to 

the problem of privacy and of identify theft. 

This issue will see improvements in the First 

page, New Members, Deceased and Going 

Places Doing Things areas.  Also this is the 

first use of colour in the Newsletter. Perhaps 

you noticed that your last edition was 

delivered in a personalized RTO/ERO District 

14 envelope.                                                        

Judy Crompton keeps our membership 

data base up-to-date.  From this data base 

we generate our mailing lists.  It is a tribute 

to her, that only one newsletter was sent 

back because of wrong address.  

Unfortunately, Judy would like to move on 

with her life and we are looking for someone 

else to keep up her work.  Judy is willing to 

train anyone who volunteers their service.                       

John Carruthers is not only new as our 

webmaster but is also a new member to 

RTO/ERO.  We are grateful that he saw fit to 

lend one of his talents in this rather 

specialized area.  He is working on changes 

to the website. Like most of us he is retired 

but still very busy.  Currently he is taking 

courses in web design at Niagara College.  

Bonnie Brown helps design advertisements 

for the newsletter and assists in typing and 

proof reading.  John Shaw has also offered 

his sharp eye to the proof reading team. Of 

course, Wayne Scott as President, and 

thereby the agent Executive, is the publisher 

of the Grapevine and owner of the website. 

In an effort to go green I want to remind you 

that you can elect to receive, your Grapevine 

by use of the website or having it emailed to 

you.  Please, let me know if you would like 

either of these two alternatives.  

By Chereen Osborne, Communication 

Chair 

In Sympathy 

District 14 would like to extend our sympathies to 

our treasurer, Kathy Smith and her family, on the 

recent passing of her husband Richard. 



 

 

 

Juanita Rathbun enjoying the camaraderie of 
friends at an RTO/ERO luncheon. Pictured from left 
to right: Bonnie Taylor-Gillings, Juanita Rathbun, 
Anja Jokola and Jean Johnston. 

 

 

 

 

 

Help Wanted 

EQAO is looking for scorers for the OSSLT 

(Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test) for 

April 2008.  For more information contact 1-

888-327-7377 or check our website, 

www.rtoero-dtrict14.org, to see the full 

advertisement. 

  

Assistance Needed 

Epilepsy Niagara:  Education Assistants are 
required to help Epilepsy Niagara with one 

hour presentations to Grade 5 students 
across the Niagara region. Applicants must 
enjoy role playing and children. For 

information call Nadine at 905-353-1096. 

    

 

NEW MEMBERS 

 (This list includes corrections and inclusions 

from last printing.) 

We are pleased to welcome our new 

members to District 14. We value your 

membership and look forward to a long 

association with you. We invite you to 

participate in the activities of RTO/ERO, an 

organization that offers numerous benefits to 

its members. 

Vicki Bedford       Eileen Bright              
John Carruthers       Carollyn Desjardins 

Joseph Diprofio       William Doyle   
Christine Esliger       Ruth Funk   

Christopher Greene    Jennifer Haines  
Jacquelyn Hopkins     Bruce Jackson   

Annette Koczula         Jeanne Langhorne 
Claudette Lafontaine  Harold Lunt          

Ruth McBride             Janet MacNinch    
Marjorie McMartin      Dagmar Midgley  

George Mitchell         Vernon Rowe         
Gary Sandel              Gail Spear                

Darka Struhanyk       Denis Surek          
Ruth Thomas            Linda Vanderwal  

Mararget Van Dyyk   Ellizabeth Wagner   

Paul Waite               Judie Warren       
Donald Wicks           

Patricia Wilcox            
Gay Wilson 

By John Shaw, Memberhsip 

 

 

 

DEADLINE 

All submissions for the next newsletter must 
be to Chereen Osborne, chereen@cogeco.ca 

by 

May 31, 2008 

 

mailto:Chereen@cogeco.ca


 

     Cel ebr ate! 

RTO/ERO District 14’s 

40
th

 ANNIVERSARY 
 

Thursday, May 15, 2008 

Legends Golf Course 

12 p.m. – Socializing 

12:30 – Lunch 

$25 per person 

 

Special Guests:  Provincial President, Brian Kenny & 

Our Past Presidents 

 

Entertainment by the Niagara Men’s Chorus 

Gifts for all, Prizes, & Much More! 

(Golf available, weather permitting.  Contact Mary Hesser) 

 

 

 



 

 

      District 14, NIAGARA 

Going Places and Doing Things 

   
   

   
April 5 Blue Jays v/s Boston – First Home Series – Leave 

Seaway Mall – 10:A.M., Lincoln Mall – 10:30 A.M. 

$60.00 

April 25 Shaw Festival – Wonderful Town - 2:00 P.M.   $40.00 

May 15 Spring Luncheon – Our 40th  Anniversary  
Legends, Niagara Falls, Subsidized by District 14 

Social Time 12:00 P.M. 
See registration form and insert for details or 

Contact Eileen Savage 905 892 2504 

$25.00 

May 31 Stratford –The Music Man - Leave Seaway Mall at 

9:00A.M., Lincoln Mall at 9:30 A.M. 

Lunch stop en route 

$85.00 

June 2 Day At The Races – Fort Erie – Buffet 12 – 2:30 

Photo ID required for the Slots Bonus 
Contact Mary Pos 905 937 7539 

$25.00 

July 12 Blue Jays v/s Yankees - Leave Seaway Mall – 
10:00 A.M., Lincoln Mall – 10:30 A.M. 

$60.00 

July 17 District 14 Family Picnic – Queenston Heights 
Contact Wayne Scott 905-358-5312 

 

August 23 Blue Jays v/s Boston – RTO/ERO Provincial Project 
RTO/ERO will make Charity Donation. There will be 

500 RTO/ERO fans attending. - Leave Seaway Mall – 
10:00 A.M., Lincoln Mall 10:30 A.M. 

$60.00 

September  
 

October 2 

Farewell To The Bell – More next Newsletter. 
Contact Fred Sullivan 905 735 7746 

Shaw Festival – An Inspector Calls   2 P. M.      
$40.00                 

TBA 

October 30 Shaw Festival – Mrs. Warren’s Profession 2 P.M.  
$40.00 

 

November 6 Annual General Meeting and Luncheon – Details 
in the next Grapevine 

 

Unless otherwise indicated, contact Mary Hesser at: 905-871-4353.  Send 

cheques payable to RTO/ERO to Mary Hesser, 673 Niagara Blvd., Fort Erie, 

L2A 3H9. For news check the website at: www.rtoero-district14.org 



 

 

 

 

    District # 14 

40th ANNIVERSARY 
 

SPRING LUNCHEON 
 

THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2008 
 

THE LEGENDS ON THE NIAGARA 
Niagara Parkway 

9172 WILLOUGHBY DRIVE, NIAGARA FALLS 

 

12:00 Social  12:30 Lunch 

 

Entertainment – Niagara Men’s Chorus 
 

Cost - $25 per person    Choice of – beef, chicken or vegetarian 

 

Please complete one registration form for each person attending as the form will be your ticket 

for the draws. 

 

  Send registration forms to:    Eileen Savage  

        Box 179 

        Fonthill, L0S 1E0 

 

Make cheques payable to RTO/ERO District 14. 

 
Detach 

| 

NAME____________________  |  NAME ____________________ 

ADDRESS_________________  | ADDRESS__________________ 

_________________________  | __________________________ 

TEL______________________  | TEL_______________________ 

| 

Beef___ Chicken___ Vegetarian ___    |  Beef___ Chicken___ Vegetarian___ 

| 
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