
 

President  

Past Pres  

1st Vice Pres  

2nd Vice Pres  

Secretary  

Treasurer  

Archives  

District 14, NIAGARA  

GETTING IN TOUCH  

Wayne Scott  

               Joe Santone  

 Joe McDonald  

Anne Dean  

 Bonnie Bryan  

 Kathy Smith  

 Gordon Rowatt  

   GRAPEVINE  
DISTRICT 14  

June    2008  

 

 

President's Report  
By Wayne Scott  
president@rtoero-district14.org  

 
Summer     is     just  

about upon us.   The  

Snow  Birds  are  all  back  home  and  

tending  to  their  gardens.    It  is  the  

time of the year to sit back and enjoy  

the fruits of your labours.  

Spring  sure  went  by  quickly.    Your  

District   Executive   has   attended   3  

workshops;   Membership,  Health  and  

Newsletter in Toronto.  We have cele-  

brated 40 years of RTO/ERO, and the  

Spring   Senate   is   already   history.  

More  will  be  said  about  the  Senate  

proceedings  in  the  next  issue  of  the  

Grapevine.  

Those of you who have participated in  

some  of  Mary  Hesser's  committee's  

planned   activities   have   not   come  

away  disappointed.    The  great  thing  

about  this  is  that  there  are  more  to  

come.     Among   the   trips,   baseball  

games, and theatre outings, we have  

added something new this year.   The  

first (in my memory) District 14 Picnic  

will be held July 17.   Take a moment  
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of the Grapevine.  We are looking for-  

ward to making this an annual event,  

if  we  have  enough  support  from  our  

membership.  

There  is  an  old  Chinese  expression  

that says, "eye see hand do".   Look-  

ing  around  our  wonderful  organiza-  



tion I see many things you might consider 

doing.  We have wonderful committees 

that plan events, keep our neighbours up 

to date on issues of Health, Political 

Action, and Retirement Issues, just to 

name a few.  We would like to see you 

taking part if you can spare the time.   

If our District is to remain vibrant and 

continue to grow, we need to keep 

increasing our membership base.  This is 

an area where every one of our present 

members can help.  I am sure you know of 

teachers who retired when you did and 

didn‟t join RTO/ERO at that time.  It is 

never too late.  Why not invite them out to 

one of our activities and show them how 

much fun we have. Membership kits are 

available from executive members or Fred 

Sullivan at 905 7357746.  Eye see – hand 

do.  It works for me, does it work for you? 

Wayne Scott. 

 

         OUR 40th CELEBRATION 

By Mary Hesser 

Our anniversary luncheon was attended by 

nearly 200 members and guests including 

our Provincial President Brain Kenny. 

Several Past Presidents and senior 

members along with the others in 

attendance enjoyed a delicious meal and 

entertainment by the Niagara Men‟s 

Chorus, several of whom are retired 

teachers, too. 

Brian brought greeting from the Provincial 

Executive and renewed acquaintances with 

former colleagues.  Kim Craitor MPP, 

Niagara, stopped in briefly to present our 

President, Wayne Scott, with a 

congratulatory certificate.   

40th Anniversary Pins, Note Pads, Pens and 

reusable branded shopping bags were 

among the gifts provided by District 14 to 

our members.  Door prizes were donated 

by Shaw Festival, Toronto Blue Jays, 

Legends and Golf Course, along with local 

wines provided by the Events Committee. 

Table doilies were made and donated by 

Marilyn Ozog. One lucky person at each 

table was able to take home the centre piece. 

The Events Committee extends thanks to 

the District 14 Executive, Legends staff, 

the Men‟s Chorus and all who attended for 

helping to make this a special day. 

 

Political Action Report 

                 By Donna Lacavera 

The Niagara Political Action Committee 

continues to hold its regular monthly 

meetings at the ETFO offices on Highway 

20. At their April 7 meeting members 

discussed current issues affecting retired 

teachers and the actions individual District 

14 members should take if the issues 

impact on them. 

One current issue is scams targeting 

seniors. A recent scam has led to fraud 

charges under the Ontario Consumer 

Protection Act for three home renovation 

companies. The companies allegedly 

defrauded seniors of more than a million 

dollars by inflating charges, billing for 

work not completed, as well as employing 

salespersons who use aggressive sales 

tactics and false identities.  In a press 

release, Chris Ferguson, Director of the 

Ontario Consumer‟s Protection Branch, has 

said that, “Ontario consumers need to 

know that our office takes their complaints 

very seriously, and that we follow up with 



police and other agencies to address 

violations of the Consumer Protection Act.”  

The Consumer Protection Act is aimed at 

four key consumer protection goals: clear 

and comprehensive disclosure for informed 

choice, contract rights and 

obligations, freedom from undue 

pressure and misinformation,  

and fair resolution of disputes.  

The Act defines unfair practices 

as including undue pressure, 

exploitation of a disability or 

infirmity, misrepresentation of 

goods, services, credentials or price 

comparisons 

Members who have themselves or know of 

someone who has been victimized by 

these practices should call the Consumer 

Protection Services Bureau toll-free at    

1-800-889-9768. 

Another issue in the news is senior long-

term care both at home and in long-term 

facilities. Placement in long-term facilities, 

the hours of care funded in facilities and 

the availability home care continue to be 

problematic for seniors despite the fact 

that the government suspended its 

controversial plans to make home care 

agencies engage in competitive bidding 

practices.  The political action committee 

continues to monitor these issues as part 

of its continuing focus on the impact of the 

Local Health Integrated Network on health 

services throughout the district.  Recently 

Health Minister George Smitherman 

announced a new four-year billion dollar 

initiative “Aging at Home” that is aimed at 

giving seniors more at-home support as 

well as unclogging emergency room 

backlogs.  

If people need or if they are having 

problems with home care, they really 

cannot wait four years for the new 

initiative to roll out. Now at least there is 

something people can do if they or their 

loved ones are experiencing problems with 

home care. The Canadian 

Union of Public Employees and 

the local Health Care Coalition 

have teamed up to start a 

hotline for people to voice their 

difficulties with home care.  

The hotline is dedicated to 

people sharing the problems 

that arise out of competitive bidding.  The 

Union is concerned that the competitive 

bidding practices will be reinstated and it 

has already depressed wages, diminished 

working conditions and disrupted services. 

The toll free hotline is 1-888-599-0770.  

District 14 Picnic 

RTO/ERO District 14 is having an old fashion 

picnic on July 17, 11 a.m., at Queenston 

Heights Park.  We plan to be cooking the 

hotdogs by noon.  The Picnic Pavilion has 

reserved in case of inclement weather.  You 

may bring your family and friends, if you wish.  

There will be a fee of $2.00 per person 

attending which will get you a hot dog and 

cold drink.  We ask that you also bring a dish 

to pass around.  Of course, you will likely need 

lawn chairs and anything else that will make 

your picnic enjoyable, no alcohol though.  

Please get in touch with Wayne Scott at 

905-358-5312 to reserve your spot. 

We will have bocce, badminton, and other 

games.  Of course, there is the Bruce Trail 

to hike, or the historical sites surrounding 

the Picnic Area.  We are hoping that there 

will be lots of time to just sit back and 

enjoy a fine summer day with your former 

colleagues.  



 

 

 

 

 

 



90th Birthday of FWTAO 

Fifty women, all members of the former 

Federation of Women Teachers‟ 

Association of Ontario, met in Kingston to 

celebrate the 90th anniversary of the 

founding of that organization.  Other 

parties were held throughout the province 

for the same purpose.  The guest speaker 

for the event was Joan Westcott former 

Executive Director of FWTAO.  

 

Pictured right to left: Chereen Osborne, former 

Executive Assistant in collective bargaining FWTAO, 

former president FWTAO Lincoln County, a past 

president RTO/ERO District 14.  Alyth Mutart, 

former Executive Assistant, FWTAO, Clarice West-

Hobbs, First Vice President RTO/ERO 

Recruiting Physical Activity Advisors 

Do you enjoy educating and presenting to 
others? Doyou want to help your 

community to become more physically 
active? If so,                                  

Niagara Region Public Health wants 
you!          The Physical Activity Advisor 

Program is recruiting volunteers to deliver 
presentations and demons- trations 4 

times a year in your community. Help 

make a difference by motivating others to 
adopt a healthy lifestyle. We work with 

your availability. Training will begin in 
October 2008. For more information 

contact Janice Gardner-Spiece, Peer 
Education Coordinator at 905-688-8248 

x7395. 

IN MEMORIAM 

We remember and honour the lives of 

departed colleagues and friends. 

Esther Adelstein         Flavio Botari              
Mabel Court          Marilyn Dewar      

Carl Goos          Pauline Cataia 
Marguartine Guilmette    Marion Guinn   

William Hlwka                John Hopkins  
Dorothy King                 Nick Kittl            
Ruby Lewis                    Rita Lipsit        

Jim Matthews                Constance Marriott 
NormTrotz                    Dominic McGlynn 

Isobel McGlynn              Frederica Morgan 
Olive Patterson              Muriel Rutherford   
Roy Smith                     Mary Evelyn Wray 

Our sympathies go out to their families and 

friends. 

             

   

SPRING SENATE 2008 

By Bonnie Bryan 

At 8:30 a.m. on Tuesday, May 13 a 

trumpet fanfare and the words of a Town 

Crier heralded the opening of the 40th 

Anniversary Spring Session of the Senate 

of RTO/ERO.  Immediately thereafter we 

were enlightened, entertained and 

encouraged by “Brain Trainer” Brian 

Thwaits whose research assured us that 

neural dendrites can continue to grow 

throughout our lives if we treat them 

right; in other words “Old dogs can learn 

new tricks!” 

The Senate then settled into conducting its 

business.  Along with a number of reports 

on the work of Provincial RTO, its 

Executive, and its Committees since the 

Fall Senate, we spent many hours 

discussing, debating and changing the 



Constitutional descriptions of Full and 

Associate Membership, and, subsequently, 

the rights and privileges which each type 

of member has.  These changes will be 

reported upon in depth in the September 

Grapevine. 

Throughout the meeting the Executive 

honoured the 18 remaining active 

members of RTO who were there forty 

years ago at the beginning of our 

organization.  They were all invited to 

attend our meeting and celebratory 

dinner.  Unfortunately, none of them were 

able to attend.  However, we were able to 

welcome and celebrate our 60,000th 

member, Harriet Stone from District 7 – 

Windsor-Essex, who was in attendance as 

our special guest.  We continue to grow 

stronger each day with new members! 

Representing you and all of the members 

of District 14 - Niagara at this Spring 

Senate were Senators Wayne Scott, and 

Joe McDonald, Observers Anne Dean and 

Bonnie Bryan, and Provincial First Vice-

President Clarice West-Hobbs.  Please feel 

free to contact any of them for more 

information about our deliberations. 

 

 Front: Observers, Bonnie Bryan and Anne Dean 
Back: Senators, Joe McDonald and Wayne Scott  

 

Goodwill Report, Spring 2008 

                By Luba Beange 

Along with the chair, the Goodwill 

Committee includes the 18 Area Reps that 

are listed on the front page of our 

newsletter. The Committee plays a very 

important role within the District.  A wide 

variety of acts of Caring, Compassion and 

Celebration are performed by the 

Committee. With a recent and aggressive 

phone fan out performed by the area reps, 

we saw a wonderful turnout for our 

District‟s 40th anniversary celebration held 

at the Legends Golf Course on May 15th.  

It was wonderful to see so many of our 

members, especially the special invited 

members of 90 years and over and the 

District‟s Past Presidents. 

With over 2,500 members in District #14, 

it is a challenge to be aware of the current 

challenges or milestones of all individual 

members, therefore we apologize if we 

have missed you. The Committee tries to 

do its best in remembering members in 

times of sickness, bereavement, 

celebrations of significant milestones such 

as birthdays, anniversaries, awards and 

/or accomplishments, but we need your 

help, please keep us informed. 

The Committee is pleased to say that once 

again, in memory of our deceased 

members for this year a donation will be 

made in their memory to „Doctors 

Without Borders’. This has been the 

charity of choice for our District for the 

past four years. 

Stay well and have a safe and wonderful 

summer. 

          
    



               NEW MEMBERS 

                                      

                               By John Shaw 

We are Pleased to welcome our new 

members to District 14.  We value your 

membership and look forward to a long 

association with you.  We invite you to 

participate in the activities of RTO/ERO, an 

organization that offers numerous benefits 

to its members. 

Albert Adestein        Susan Cox          

Frederic Ambrous        Jerry Hagen     

Lorna Doone Ball          Lynette Fast 

Michael Charron         Dominic DeLallo 

Paula Esposito         Mary Hancock 

Roger Kleinsmith         GeorgeHuber     

Emil Knebel          Donna Laroque 

Peter MacDonald          Joan Lloyd 

Alexander McGlynn      Mary Morris    

James Patterson         Mary Ransom            

Roy Sherwood         Phyllis Wright 

Rosemarie Mackenzie  Marianne Sollberger 

 

Memberhsip - Farewell to the 

Bell 

By Fred Sullivan 

The Membership Committee is planning a 

Farewell to the Bell celebration for 

September 11, 2008.  The general 

membership is invited to attend, for lunch.  

Optional Golfing will be available to those 

who want to play.  See the enclosed form.  

New members will be invited to lunch at 

the expense of RTO/ERO District 14.  If 

you know of any new retirees, please, 

inform   them of the event.  Ask them to 

confirm their attendance with Fred 

Sullivan at 905 7357746. 

For a few years now, RTO/ERO has been 

inviting all people, not just retired teachers, in 

receipt of an Ontario Teachers‟ Pension, who 

have worked for a school, school board, 

college or university to become an associate 

member.  With membership, comes the option 

to join the RTO/ERO Insurance plans.  

RTO/ERO, in its current membership drive, is 

now actively marketing to those education 

workers who are about to retire and those who 

did not opt to become members of RTO/ERO 

and any of its insurance plans when they 

retired.  If you know of anyone who falls into 

this category, please do not hesitate to refer 

them to the District 14 Membership 

Committee or to any member of the Executive 

for assistance. 

Mary Hesser Receives Provincial 
Senior of the Year Award 

 

RTO/ERO District 14, Niagara echo the 
voices of City of Fort Erie council that had 
nothing but praise for Hesser recently, as 
elected officials nominated her for the annual 
provincial Senior of the Year award. 
 

 

Mary Hesser has not let her 22 years of 

retirement slow her down. She has been 

active as a life-long volunteer in the Fort 



Erie area and of course we know her as a 

very active Past President of RTO/ERO 

District 14 where she still serves in as 

Events Chair.  She does her volunteer 

work to help others and advance the 

causes for the public good, not for the 

recognition. 

Mary worked for public school system for 

35 years as a teacher and counselor for 

special needs students and is a former 

provincial president of the Federation of 

Women Teachers‟ Associations of Ontario.  

For 17 years she has been a member of 

the Fort Erie library and cemetery board.  

She is also a 25-year and founding 

member of the Fort Erie Zonta Club, a 

group that promotes the status of women 

locally and internationally. She has 

recently joined the new pool committee to 

lobby for a new and improved Kinsmen pool 

at Lion’s Sugarbowl Park. 

Mary has been a member of RTO/ERO for 22 

years. She is a Past President of District #14, 

Niagara, and currently is the Chair of the Events 

Committee. Mary organizes about 20 events a 

year for our 2600 members.  Many retired 

teachers across the province will remember 

Mary as the animated fireball who presented 

OTF Retirement Planning Workshops.  Locally 

she is still trying to recruit new members. 

Mary said, "I am really grateful to be recognized.  

You should really value the time you get and 

make the best use of it because all we have is 

now," she said. "Some of us are privileged to be 

given a long life and there must be some purpose 

to it if your one of the lucky ones." 

Mary has lived and practiced the advice.  Those of us 

who have benefited from her dedication to others are 

grateful. 

50th Anniversary Celebration 
Glynn A. Green School 

Open House 1 to 4 

More information: 905-892-3821. 

 Karibu Sanna! (Welcome) 
    
Project Service to Others is 
a Provincial RTO/ERO program 

that provides grants to Districts 
for initiatives that support the 
concept of “Service to Others”. 

The intent is to raise the profile 
of retired teachers by visibly 

demonstrating to active 
teachers and to the public-at-large that retired 
teachers care about their communities and 

about public education, and are willing to do 
something to help those who need assistance. 

  
Past recipients of this award from District 14 
were Coats for Kids, Teachers for Afghanistan, 

The Children's Advocacy Centre and The Teen 
Room at the new Women Place.  

 
This year RTO/ERO is supporting a project 
called, Heart to Heart Africa – “Peace Through 

Education”.  Christine Nimeth tells us that the 
$3500.00 grant coupled with other 

fundraising, will help 
them meet their goals 
for 2008.  “The most 

immediate needs are 
met in consultative 

cooperation with the 
village (in Tanzania, 
East Africa).”  

  
In January of this year, the first students were 

welcomed to the first pre-school classroom 
complete with desks and washrooms.  This is 
located in the village of Kitonga.  An 

experienced Jr/Sr Kindergarten teacher from 
Ontario has volunteered to go with Christine to 

help continue with setting up the program and 
building another classroom. 

 
A complete report is available at:  ww.rtoero-
district14.org.  A progress report and pictures 

will be sent to us and will be added to the 
website so that we can follow the progress. If 

you want to be of further assistance to 
Christine and Heart to Heart Africa, you may 
get in touch with Christine at:  

chris@hearttoheartafrica.com. 
 

Deadline for submissions to the 

next issue is August 1st. 

 



 

 

      District 14, NIAGARA 

 

Going Places and Doing Things 

   

   
July 12 Blue Jays v/s Yankees - Leave Seaway Mall – $60.00 

 10:00 A.M., Lincoln Mall – 10:30 A.M. 
(only a few tickets left) 

 

   
July 17 District 14 Family Picnic – Queenston Heights -  

Contact Wayne Scott 905-358-5312 
 

$2.00 

August 23 Blue Jays v/s Boston – RTO/ERO Provincial Project 
RTO/ERO will make Charity Donation. There will be 

500 RTO/ERO fans attending. - Leave Seaway Mall – 
10:00 A.M., Lincoln Mall 10:30 A.M. 

 
$60.00 

 (sold out- call Mary for cancelations)  
   

Sept. 11  
 

 

 
October 2 

Farewell To The Bell  
11:30 A.M. – Pelham Hills Golf Course 

Contact Fred Sullivan – 905-735-7746 

  
Shaw Festival – An Inspector Calls   2 P. M.      

$40.00                 

$20.00 

October 30 Shaw Festival – Mrs. Warren’s Profession 2 P.M.  

$40.00 

 

November 6 Annual General Meeting and Luncheon – Details 

in the next Grapevine 

 

 

Unless otherwise indicated, contact Mary Hesser at: 905-871-4353.  Send 

cheques payable to RTO/ERO to Mary Hesser, 673 Niagara Blvd., Fort Erie, 

L2A 3H9. For breaking news check the website at: www.rtoero-district14.org 
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