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Regarding the Harmonization  

Of the Goods and Services Tax 

 

   Presently, we pay only the 5% GST on services 

such as gasoline and heating fuels, our utility 

bills, insurance premiums, and every other goods 

and service including haircuts, membership fees 

for clubs and gyms, newspapers and magazines and the professional services of 

lawyers, architects, and accountants _ there are almost no exemptions. As of 

July 2010, in addition to the 5% GST we will pay the Ontario 8% PST for a total 

of 13% HST for these services.  Currently there are a number of goods exempt 

from the Ontario PST.  In its negotiations, the Federal Government insisted most 

of these goods would be subject to HST.  The new 13% HST will therefore ex-

tend the old 8% PST tax rate to the purchase of most goods and services.  

You can make a difference by contacting your MPP and MP to tell them how you 

feel.  You could use the following letter as a model or your own words to do this.  

Dear xxxxxxxxxxxx; 

I am writing to draw to your attention, the potential harm the imposition 

of additional taxes will create in an already fragile economy.  I am sure I do not 

have to itemize the “new” taxes which will accrue if Ontario should adopt the 

proposed Harmonized Sales Tax. 

I need not quote, chapter and verse, the effect on such things as heating 

fuels, utilities, insurance premiums, and basic essentials ranging from a hair-cut 

to attorney’s fees; I know you are well versed in all of these statistics. 

As a legislator and now leader in Toronto, you have always demonstrated 

your willingness to face the difficult issues head on.  I ask you now to do that 

with respect to this unfair new tax, which will affect the people of Ontario, es-

pecially seniors such as me.  Not only will it affect us individually, but it will be 

detrimental to our attempt to revive our economy; an economy that is fragile 

enough in our highly industrialized province. 

I would respectfully remind you of your party’s roots; Progressive in so-

cial issues and Conservative in fiscal matters.  One fence-sitting party is more 

than enough, leaning alternately left or right depending on what political gain it 

sees that it might garner. 

 You and your party can make a difference; continue, please, seeking 

what is right, not what is politically expedient. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

(Note:  The addresses of the Federal and Provincial members of parliament  

   appear on page 4 of this issue of the Grapevine.) 
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RTO/ERO District 14 

Niagara Peninsula   

District Contacts 

 

Area Representatives 

Fort Erie, Ridgeway, Stevensville, Crystal Beach, Sherkston 

Judy Laur          871-3347 

Niagara Falls 

Diane Bradley 354-5464 

Bill Houston 356-6524 

Niagara-on-the-Lake, Virgil, Queenston, St. David’s 

Betty Steele 468-3526 

Dorothy Lees 468-7575 

Wellland, Port Robinson 

Daisy Abraham 735-1781 

Diane Sauder 788-2951 

Mary Ann Stocco   835-5709 

Port Colborne  

Ellen McIntee 835-0469 

Norma Sieber 835-8340 

St. Catharines 

Doris Olesky 935-5670 

Kathy Main 688-0702 

Charleen Avedesian   934-2704 

Thorold 

        Jane Michaud           934-2704  

Wainfleet, Wellandport, Lowbanks, St. Ann’s, Smithville,  

Caistor Center 

Lois Tobias 774-6604 

Grimsby, Beamsville, Lincoln, Jordan Station,  

Jordan/Vineland Station, Vineland 

Phyllis Dowd 563-3242    

Mary Jane Tanner    562-7767 

Fonthill, Fenwick, Ridgeville, North Pelham 

Margot Smith 892-1891 

Joe McDonald President 905-732-4073 

Wayne Scott Past President 905-358-5312 

Anne Dean 1st Vice President 905-685-7826 

Bill Doyle 2nd Vice President 905 894-8004 

Bonnie Bryan Secretary 905-562-7773 

Kathy Smith Treasurer 905-894-3597 

Gordon Rowatt Archives 905-935-8934 

Chereen Osborne Communications 905-646-2640 

Mary Hesser Events 905-871-4353 

 Good Will  

Mary Pos Health Services 905-937-7539 

Fred Sullivan Membership 905-735-7746 

John Shaw Membership 905-685-8779 

Ellen McIntee Pension Concerns 905-835-0469 

Larry Rendall Political Action 905- 945-5241 

Michael Britto Grapevine Editor 905-374-2872 

John Carruthers Webmaster 905-356-9620 

Robert Halfyard Data Base 905-935-2197 

 
Your Executive for 2010 RTO/ERO FALL SENATE 2009 

   In late October, RTO District 14 was represented at the 

Provincial Fall Senate by Joe McDonald and Kathy Smith, 

with Bonnie Bryan serving as the Alternate delegate.  This 

was Brian Kenny’s last Senate as President.  Marg Couture 

of District 46, Muskoka, was elected as our new Provincial 

President for 2010. 

   As well as electing our Executive for the coming year, a 

number of important issues and Constitutional Changes 

were dealt with.  Effective immediately, anyone who com-

muted their pensions are eligible to become Full Members 

provided they had at least 15 years of teaching experience.  

A new Budget was set for the coming year, including a new 

fee structure which includes those new Full Members added 

in the Constitutional Change.  Our Provincial Political Advo-

cacy Committee reported on its efforts to develop a rela-

tionship with all political parties at all levels of government 

to positively influence our decision makers on many issues 

critical to retired teachers, and all Seniors of our Region, 

Province and Country (like Health Care and the H.S.T.). For 

further information contact any of our delegates. 
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NOTE: RTO/ERO NEITHER ENDORSES NOR SUPPORTS THE CONCEPT 

OF  

REVERSE MORTGAGES. 

 This Fact Sheet is provided for information only. 

A. INTRODUCTION  

Members’ individual financial considerations are quite 

complex.  If you have questions regarding your per-

sonal situation, you should speak with a tax/financial 

advisor.  RTO/ERO’s Fact Sheets are not substitutes for 

seeking professional advice.  

B. PREAMBLE  

Average Canadian seniors have 80% of their assets 

tied up in their houses.  With a reverse mortgage you 

get a lump sum and make no monthly payments.  It is 

a way to tap into the equity you’ve accumulated in 

your home and have cash in a lump sum, or a stream 

of income, and still be the owner of your home. The 

principal remains unpaid and interest accumulates.  

The debt is repaid only when you sell your house or 

you die.  

C. OVERVIEW  

Reverse mortgages for Canadians are offered by 

The Canadian Home Income Plan (CHIP); 

1.866.518.2447 or visit www.chipmoney.ca.  

Reverse mortgages are based on the following ele-

ments:  

You can borrow up to 40% of the value of your home.  

The money you receive is tax-free.  

You can take the money in a lump sum or convenient 

monthly amounts.  

You must be 60 years or over to qualify.  

You cannot be forced to move or give up your home.  

Your estate will never have to pay back more than your 

home’s value.  

If you decide to move for any reason, then the full 

amount of the loan plus years of interest becomes due.  

D. CAUTIONS  

CHIP charges a very high interest rate on the loan, 

and it is compounded semi-annually with the interest 

payments rolled into the amount you owe.  At current 

rates, your debt balloons quickly and doubles approxi-

mately every eight to nine years. As an example, the 

debt for a $200,000 reverse mortgage would become 

more than $650,000 in 15 years. This could easily 

match or exceed the value of your home.  

Reverse mortgages are a permanent commitment. 

If after 15 years your health deteriorates and you 

have to sell your house and move into a nursing 

home, you may find yourself faced with a staggering 

debt and little left over to pay for health care.  

Annual health care costs for some cancer drugs can 

reach $30,000, while long-term care in a nursing home 

may be between $18,000 and $24,000 annually.  

E. ALTERNATIVES  

A home equity loan from your bank may be a better 

solution. It is true that payment of interest every 

month would be required, but you can just borrow a bit 

more than you need and pay the interest with bor-

rowed money as you go.  

Another alternative source of income may be to down-

size your residence.  

A professional financial advisor may offer other alterna-

tives.  

F. SUMMARY  

A reverse mortgage can allow you to stay in the home 

you love, but it can rapidly eat up the home equity you 

invested years building.  

Since each reverse mortgage has different terms and 

conditions, make sure you check out all details before 

you sign, even if you are arranging a private reverse 

mortgage.  

In Memoriam 

May our members who are no longer with us live 

long in our memory 

 Alice M Davis 

Antonio Fasan 

Norma Anne Ganter 

Edla E Glass 

Helene Greenspoon 

Allan F Gretsinger 

Dorothy Hanes 

A J Heal 

Joan Jones 

Robert Malcomson 

Robert Malone 

Mary E Merrett-Jackson 

Charles Mitchell 

Peter A Naughton 

Elizabeth A Rankin 

Barbara Rowe 

John J Stockwell 
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 Church and State at Tintern Abbey 

© by Mike Keenan, Travel Editor 

Driving along the A466 through the lush Wye Valley 

miles away from Cardiff, the day turns gloomy and 

moist, a precursor to a sudden arrival at Tintern Ab-

bey just off the roadside, looking forlorn and empty as 

most ruins do.  

Memories return of romantic poetry studied 

long ago at Middlesex College at the University of 

Western Ontario from Dr. Fleck, one of my favourite 

profs and, of course, William Wordsworth’s "Tintern 

Abbey" or simply "Lines, a poem.” The ruins he en-

countered had special resonance for him that day as 

he has just suffered a lost love.  

            The Abbey was only the second Cistercian ab-

bey in Britain, the first in Wales. One of the most 

spectacular ruins in the country, it annually attracts 

hordes of tourists who clamber out of buses to snap a 

few photos. The tiny village of Tintern is close by. 

Monks came here from the French diocese of 

Blois. They followed the strict Rule of St. Benedict. His 

Carta Caritatis or Charter of Love summarized their 

basic operating principles, namely: obedience, pov-

erty, chastity, silence, prayer, and work; no easy 

tasks in any day or age. Nevertheless, the austere Cis-

tercians were one of the most successful orders in the 

12th and 13th centuries.              

The first problem began during the Welsh up-

rising led by patriot Owain Glyndwr against the English  

kings as Abbey properties were unfortunately de-

stroyed by the Welsh rebels. However, those of you 

who have been addicted to the CBC series, The Tu-

dors, know that it was randy King Henry VIII in his 

political struggle with Rome who brought an abrupt  

end to the traditional monastic life in England and  

Wales. In initiating his own version of Christianity 

which transformed into the Anglican faith, Henry es-

tablished complete control over the church, partly to 

usurp the considerable wealth of the monasteries. The 

other reason was that he was annoyed with the Pope’s 

meddling into his marriages. As you will recall, he 

could be nasty at times, and those who displeased him 

often lost their heads. 

Thus, on September 3, 1536 Abbot Wyche re-

luctantly surrendered Tintern Abbey to the King and 

ended a way of life which had lasted four centuries. 

Valuables were sent to the King's treasury; Abbot Wy-

che was pensioned off. The building was granted to 

the Lord of Chepstow, Henry Somerset, 2nd Earl of 

Worcester. Lead from the roof was sold, and the decay 

began. 

            In 1901, the Abbey was bought by the crown 

from the Duke of Beaufort for £15,000. Ironically, it 

was the setting for the 1988 Iron Maiden music video 

Can I Play With Madness. 

Reluctantly, as I vainly try to recall some of the 

lines from the poem, we press on northward, but now 

at least, I have established a solid, well not-too-solid 

(it is a ruin) connection with Wil-

liam Wordsworth. Perhaps I should 

write my own poem.  

If headed to Wales, which I recom-

mend, especially Cardiff, the com-

pact, walkable capital, search 

http://www.visitwales.co.uk/ for 

important tips, to receive my 

travel newsletter, contact me at 

mikekeenan@cogeco.net. My web-

site loaded with travel tips is at: 

www.whattravelwriterssay.com. 

STAY INFORMED; CONTACT YOUR MPP, AND YOUR MP: 

 

Provincial MPP Federal MP 
NIAGARA FALLS 

Kim Craitor 

8 - 3930 Montrose Rd Niagara Falls ON L2H 3C9 

Tel : 905-357-0681 Fax : 905-357-9456 

kcraitor.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org 

Hon. Rob Nicholson 

11 - 2895 St. Paul Ave Niagara Falls ON L2J 2L3 

Tel : 905 353 9590 Fax : 905 353 9588 

ERIE-LINCOLN  / NIAGARA – WEST GLANBROOK 

Tim Hudak 

Unit M1 - 4961 King St E Beamsville ON L0R 1B0 
Tel : 905-563-1755 Fax : 905-563-1317 

Toll Free : 1-800-665-3697 tim.hudakco@pc.ola.org 

Dean Allison 

4994 King Street Beamsville, ON L0R 1B0 
Tel : 905 563 7900 Toll Free: 877 563 7900 

Fax: (905) 563-7500 AllisD@parl.gc.ca 

ST. CATHARINES 

Hon. James Bradley 

2-2 Secord Dr St. Catharines ON L28 1K8 

Tel 905 935 0018 Fax 905 935 0191 

Rick Dykstra 

61 Geneva St, St. St. Catharines, ON L2R 4M2 

Tel :905 934 6767 Fax : 905 934 1577 

WELLAND 

Peter Kormos 

          103 - 60 King St, Canal View Welland ON L3B 6A4 
Tel : 905-732-6884 Fax : 905-732-9782 

pkormos-co@ndp.on.ca 

Malcolm Allen 

101 - 60 King St, Welland ON L3B 6A4 

Tel : 905.788.2204 Fax: 905.788.007 

http://www.visitwales.co.uk/
mailto:mikekeenan@cogeco.net
http://www.whattravelwriterssay.com
mailto:kcraitor.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org
mailto:pkormos-co@ndp.on.ca
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Retirement Planning Workshop (RPW) 

   There will be a Retirement Planning Workshop at the 

Sheraton Four Points in Thorold on February 4, 2010 at 

4:00 pm.  This workshop is designed for those people 

working in an educational setting  be that elementary, 

secondary, college or university  and is intended for 

teachers, custodians, cleaners, secretaries, teacher as-

sistants, professors, principals and central administra-

tive staff.  Invitations will be sent to the educational 

institutions and can be found in most staff rooms.  If 

you know someone who is about to retire in the next 

few months or even the next few years encourage 

them to attend. 

   The cost is $25 and includes a discussion with retire-

ment experts, insurance, personal planning materials 

and dinner.  Applications are due by January 22.  For 

more information call Fred Sullivan, 905 735 7746. 

 

2010 Project – Service To Others 
Background Information 

Applications are due locally to Wayne Scott by Febru-

ary 1, 2010.  Information and forms are available on 

the Provincial website , http://www.rto-ero.org . 

WHAT IS PROJECT – SERVICE TO OTHERS? 

Project – Service to Others is a Provincial RTO/ERO 

program that provides grants to Districts for initiatives 

that support the concept of “Service to Others”.  The 

intent is to contribute to a variety of community pro-

jects and thereby raise the profile of the RTO/ERO by 

demonstrating to active teachers and to the public that 

retired teachers care about their communities and 

about public education, and are willing to help others 

who need assistance. These assistance projects could 

be in any form that supports the goals of Project – Ser-

vice to Others as outlined below. 

WHAT ARE THE GOALS OF PROJECT – SERVICE TO 

OTHERS? 

To provide financial assistance to education-related and 

other community projects. 

To facilitate member participation in education and/or 

community projects. 

To promote District/Unit participation in local, provin-

cial and overseas educational/community projects. 

To raise the profile of retired teachers and of RTO/ERO. 

To demonstrate to the general public that retired 

teachers continue to serve after retirement. 

To demonstrate to potential RTO/ERO members that 

RTO/ERO is a dynamic organization to which they 

should consider belonging when they retire from 

active teaching. 

HOW DOES IT WORK? 

Through their Districts, individuals or groups apply to 

the Provincial Project – Service to Others Commit-

tee for funding.  Such applications shall be limited 

to a maximum of 5 double-sided pages, in addition 

to the application itself. 

A project will only be funded once.  Projects that are 

extended or are ongoing must find other sources of 

funding to continue. 

A District that has received funding must submit an in-

terim report by January 31st of the next year to be 

eligible to apply for the funding of future projects 

and a final report at the conclusion of the project. 

A District may submit no more than one proposal for 

submission to the Provincial Committee in any year. 

The maximum grant for a project is $4000.  A project 

may be supplemented by contributions from other 

sources. 

In addition to the written report, a display at an RTO/

ERO Senate may be arranged to allow other RTO/

ERO members to view complete projects. 

The completed application document must be received 

at the Provincial Office by the close of business 

(4:30 p.m., Eastern Standard Time) on March 1 to 

be considered by the Project – Service to Others 

Committee at its meeting in early Spring.  Applica-

tions received after the deadline date will not be 

considered. 

Last year, the District 14 Project Service to Others 

grant went to Women’s Place of South Niagara.  The 

purpose of the grant was to provide financial assistance 

to women and their children who have been victims of 

abuse. This grant will empower them to make a “fresh 

start” by assisting them with expenses that are beyond 

their financial means and/or will create such a hardship 

for them that they will have to choose between incur-

ring the expense or not buying food, paying for rent or 

essential medications.  The project will continue until 

the spring of 2010. 

Please Note:  The deadline for submitting  

material for the Spring Grapevine is February 

15th, 2010 

http://www.rto-ero.org
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New Members Renaissance Proposals 
Wanted 

 

New themed issues need your ideas 

and insights. 

HOW TO CONTRIBUTE: 

Send us a BRIEF query with your proposal 

outlining the experiences, opinions, artwork 

or photography you’d like to share. Note 

that we cannot guarantee that writing and 

images will be published as received. We 

will endeavour to incorporate as many 

member viewpoints as we can. 

SUMMER: Health and Wellness: 

The well-being and health of RTO/ERO 

members is a priority for this organization. 

Many members are very active whether 

that means taking daily walks, enjoying 

yoga and meditation or even swimming a 

few laps in the neighbourhood pool. 

In this issue we’ll discuss what members 

are doing to maintain a healthy lifestyle and 

inspire others who want to try something 

new. 

Perspectives to consider: How do you stay 

fit, mentally and physically? 

What suggestions do you have for other re-

tirees to live a healthy lifestyle? What moti-

vates you? 

Proposal deadline: February 22,  

sleibovitz@rto-ero.org 

The cost is $25 and includes a discussion 

with retirement experts, insurance, per-

sonal planning materials and dinner.  Appli-

cations are due by January 22.  For more 

information call Fred Sullivan, 905 735 

7746. 

Important Grapevine Notice 

Everyone for whom we have an email ad-

dress, with the exception of those persons 

already signed up for eGrapevine, will be 

receiving 2 copies of this issue of the 

Grapevine, one hard copy and one by 

email.  Unless I hear from you requesting 

otherwise, we will be sending all subse-

quent issues and special  notices by email 

only.  Your cooperation in this matter is 

paramount.  Check your inbox and junk box 

for your copy and send any email address 

corrections to Robert Halfyard, 

rhalfyard@sympatico.ca 

We are getting close to the magic number of 

3000.  Who will be our 3000th member? 

Rita Aceti  Alexander Acs 

Ann Aiello  Margaret Alderson 

Michael W Baczynski  Jeanie Bennici 

Barbara Black  Mary Ann Blakely 

Kenneth Borutski  Alexander Bradnam 

Alice Bradnam  Louise Bratt 

Anneliese Burke  Elizabeth Champion 

Linda Cheron  Mary Jane Christensen 

William Clark  Lori Collins 

Arlene Copland  Maureen Cripps 

Raisa Culliford  John Daubney 

Gerald A Davis  Gunvor A M Faber 

Joanne Federer  Anthony Fiorita 

Jean-Jacques Flint  Judith Fuzzen 

James S Gadd  Sharon Galambos 

Frank Gaspar  Anne Goodwin 

Christina Graham  Charlotte Gullett 

Jenny J Gurski  Roxanne Guttin 

Brenda Hamilton  Carol N Hawkins 

Diane Hill  Susan Hilston 

Richard Holden  Thomas C Hopkins 

Suzanne C Hotte  Martha Husain 

Anthony Iannuzzelli  Ada Jacque 

Irmi Jahn  Rhys Jenkins 

Olwin B Jones  Michael Kositsky 

Luke Kwong  Edmund V Lipniarski 

Randy Lisoy  Barbara J Little 

Leonard Lott  Margaret Maloney 

Marilyn Malton  Robert J Malyk 

Lorenzo Marchionda  Dianne Marshall 

James McQuiggin  Rosina Mete 

Fannie Mirervini  Audrey E Mitchell 

Linda Mooney  Paul Perron 

Eva Petkovic  Kathleen Power 

Donna Marie Quattrini  James A Rankin 

Gerry Repple  G Rodell Richards 

Carole Richardson  Diane Sassi 

B Anne Scott  Natalia Shields 

Larry Sirianni  Anne Smeeton 

Lana Taylor  Rose Marie Walters 

Catriona Webber  Shirley Welstead 

Patricia M Wright    

mailto:sleibovitz@rto-ero.org
mailto:rhalfyard@sympatico.ca
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Going Places and Doing Things 

 
 

Spring Luncheon at Legends   May 18.         $25.00                

           

Stratford Theatre         May 31 or September 2 Miss Me Kate    

      Sept 30 or October 15  Evita 

 

Leave – Welland (Wal-Mart Plaza – Woodlawn Avenue) at 10 A.M.,   St. Catharines 
(Lincoln Mall) at 10:30 A.M. 

  

Shaw Festival    June 15     The Ideal Husband         

     September 15    Harvey 

 

Baseball    June 5    Blue Jays vs. Yankees       $65.00               

 

Day at the Races  June 7   (if the track is open)    

More information in the next Grapevine. 

 

   Please contact:   Mary Hesser 

            673 Niagara Blvd. 

           Fort Erie L2A 3H9 

          Phone: (905) 871-4353    

 

 

 

 

 

18th Annual - Women in 

Concert for Gillian’s Place 

on 

International Women’s Day 

Sunday March 7, 2010 

at 

Club Roma 

Vansickle Road, St. Catharines 

Live Band “Broadband” and special guest 

Juliette Dunn 

Doors open at 2 pm 

Tickets $20 or reserve a Table for 8 - $150 

Reserve your tickets today – call Anne Dean 

at 905-685-7826 or Joanne at Gillian’s Place  

905-684-4000 Ext 235 
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