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    The Newsletter of District 14 - Niagara 

Fall  2010    RTO/ERO has only two categories of 

The Grapevine 

We’re on the Web! 

WWW.RTOERO-DISTRICT14.ORG 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
I am pleased to announce to you that District 14 Niagara has 

again been given a grant for our application to Project Service to 

Others.  This year the Red Roof Retreat has been given $2,380 

from the Provincial body.  This organization serves as a respite 

for parents of special needs children.  Thanks to our member 

Diane Tessier Mollica for taking the time to fill out the applica-

tion. 

 

Our District now has its own personal banner to be used at our 

functions.  Displayed on the picture are members of our Execu-

tive.  My thanks to my friend John Thompson for using his artistic 

and computer talents in developing this asset for District 14. 

 

At a recent Executive meeting we passed a resolution to create a new committee.  The Public 

Relations committee was established to help us let the entire Niagara community know of the 

good works that we as retired teachers do for our fellow citizens.  Stan Connors has agreed to 

be the first chair and help us establish a frame of reference for this committee.  Hopefully we can 

get the publicity that we need to gain more recognition for District 14 RTO/ERO.  This commit-

tee requires a change to our Constitution and Bylaws and will be on the agenda for our Annual 

General Meeting in November. 

 

Our Archivist, Gordon Rowart, has resigned his position with our group.  He is relocating to the 

Georgian Bay area.  We wish to extend our heartfelt thanks for his many years of service, keeping 

60 years of records in such great order, and extend our best wishes to him in this new stage in 

his life.  We are looking for a new Archivist and are going to eventually change our records into 

electronic format.  If you would like to offer your services and talents please contact any member 

of the Executive and we would be glad give you any information you would require. 

 

We have a new chair for our Goodwill Committee.  Margot Fraser has volunteered her time and 

skills to serve in this capacity.  We would like to give her a big thank you for this.  We still re-

quire more Area Reps particularly in Niagara-on-the-Lake, Niagara Falls, St. Catharines, and Wel-

land.  If you would like to help in this, one of the most important tasks in the District, please con-

tact any member of the Executive and we will be glad to assist you. 

 

At the Spring Senate the topic of liability waivers for any trip sponsored by RTO/ERO Districts 

was discussed.  As a result we have to require all participants in District 14 sponsored activities 

to sign such a waiver.  A number of blank waiver forms are available in this newsletter.  Please fill 

them out and return them to the Events Committee Chair, Mary Hesser, or bring them with you 

to each event that you are attending. 

 

The Table Officers are planning the Annual General Meeting to take place on November 4th at 

Rockway Glen Golf Course and Estate Winery, and are looking forward to an excellent turnout. 

 
Finally, my many thanks go out to the members who continue to work diligently and tirelessly to 

make District 14 a successful organization. 
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RTO/ERO District 14 

Niagara Peninsula   

District Executive 

Area Representatives 

Fort Erie, Ridgeway, Stevensville, Crystal Beach, Sherkston 

Bill Szollosy               991-9779 

Niagara Falls 

Diane Bradley 354-5464 

Bill Houston 356-6524 

Niagara-on-the-Lake, Virgil, Queenston, St. David’s 

Dorothy Lees 468-7575 

Wellland, Port Robinson 

Mary Ann Stocco   835-5709 

Port Colborne  

Ellen McIntee 835-0469 

Norma Sieber 835-8340 

St. Catharines 

Charleen Avedesian     688-0702 

  Kathy Main         688-0702   

Thorold 

Jane Michaud          227-1961 

Wainfleet, Wellandport, Lowbanks, St. Ann’s, Smithville,  

Caistor Center 

Lois Tobias 774-6604 

Grimsby, Beamsville, Lincoln, Jordan Station,  

Jordan/Vineland Station, Vineland 

Phyllis Dowd 563-3242    

Mary Jane Tanner   562-7767 

Fonthill, Fenwick, Ridgeville, North Pelham 

Margot Smith 892-1891 

David Whitehead 892-9793 

    

NOTE:  Additional Reps are needed for Niagara Falls, Niagara-
on-the-Lake, Welland-Port Robinson, and St. Catharines.  If you 

are interested, please call Joe McDonald at 905-732-4073 

Joe McDonald President 905-732-4073 

Wayne Scott Past President 905-358-5312 

Anne Dean 1st Vice President 905-685-7826 

Bill Doyle 2nd Vice President 905 894-8004 

Bonnie Bryan Secretary 905-562-7773 

Kathy Smith Treasurer 289-820-7615 

 Archives  

Chereen Osborne Communications 905-646-2640 

Mary Hesser Events 905-871-4353 

Margot Fraser Good Will 905-892-2408  

Joe Santone Health Services 905-892-8105 

Fred Sullivan Membership 905-735-7746 

John Shaw Membership 905-685-8779 

Ellen McIntee Pension Concerns 905-892-0469 

Larry Rendall Political Advocacy 905-945-5241 

Bonnie Bryan Grapevine Editor 905-562-7773 

John Carruthers Webmaster 905-356-9620 

Robert Halfyard Data Base 905-935-2197 

RTO DISTRICT 14 WANTS YOU! 

Each year at this time, we are preparing to elect a new Executive to direct the 

activities and work of the District for the coming year (2011).  All these posi-

tions are open for nominations to be brought forward to the membership for 

election at the Fall Annual General Meeting to be held on November 4, 2010.  If 

you would be interested in serving the District, please contact Wayne Scott at 

905-358-5312 or mail4wayne@cogeco.ca. 



 THE DISTRICT 14 GRAPEVINE - FALL 2010 

 3 

     

IN MEMORIAM 
     

It is with sadness that we share with you the passing of the 

following members. 
     

Edward Baird 

Elizabeth Currey 

Helen D’amico 

Evelyn Fenwick 

Violet Finn 

Gordon Henderson 

Lillian Johnson 

Anna Minchin 

Stanley Muir 

Fay Shaw 
David Talbot 

Joseph Thompson     

 

May they live forever in our memories. 

A DAMNING DAY FOR THE 

NIAGARA HEALTH CARE SYSTEM 
by Chereen Osborne 

Political Advocacy Committee 
 

The base funding for hospitals was announced on June 15, 

2010 by the LHIN (Local Health Integration Network).  

Three criteria were used to evaluate the progress of hos-

pitals within the LHIN: 

 

1. Financial Efficiency - the hospitals are given targets 

to meet within the different budget lines of the 

hospitals; 

 

2. Clinical Efficiencies - there are many but here are a 

few examples, wait time in emergency rooms, wait 

time for operations or procedures, ALC rates 

(alternate level of care);  

 

3. Quality - looks at health and safety, hospital mor-

tality rates, infectious disease con-

trol, among other things. 

 

Each hospital started out with the 

same funding as last year.  Then, 

based on their reporting as to how 

close they came to targets plus or 

minus 10%, they were given 

changes to the base funding accord-

ingly.  Almost every hospital came 

within the ranges set out. For al-

most all hospitals there was no 

change to their BASE funding. 

 

The three exceptions were in Niagara.  

 

The Hotel Dieu Shaver was given an additional $200,000 

to keep their Complex Care beds open. 

 

West Lincoln was given an additional $350,000 to deal 

with the increased needs in the Grimsby community for 

prenatal and new born programmes.  Recognition was 

given for the excellent way they were achieving their tar-

gets by pairing with Joseph Brant to deal with increased 

pressure. 

 

The Greater Niagara Health Care System was admonished 

for their performance.  Even though Juanita Gledhill, chair 

of the LHIN, with the backing of the Board, had negotiated 

$14,000,000 in additional base funding and was given extra 

resources and expert council from outside, the Niagara 

System did not meet any targets in any of the three crite-

ria.  In fact they were three times worse than the next 

lowest scoring hospital. They have been reduced in base 

funding by $600,000.  A change to Base funding is a perma-

nent change.  A letter will be sent to the CEO concerning 

the cut back and the LHIN wanted to be sure that the 

Board of Directors for the Hospital System gets a letter 

ensuring that they, also, understand all the reasons for the 

cuts.  

  

Bill McLean, a member of the 

LHIN, tried to argue for the 

people of Niagara.  It was 

pointed out that most of the 

$600,000 taken from the Niag-

ara Health Care System was 

given back to the community 

through additional funding for 

the Hotel Dieu Shaver and 

West Lincoln, Grimsby.  The 

people of Niagara have the 

poorest health care system in 

the LHIN, and not for lack of 

funding or advice.  It is be-

cause of systemic inadequacies that must be addressed by 

the Board of Directors. 

 

Addendum:  On Tuesday, August 10, the Ontario Om-

budsman, Andre Marin, announced that he had found that 

the Hamilton, Niagara, Brantford LHIN had acted illegally 

in the methods they had used to collect public input 

(closed door “Education Sessions”) on the closing of the 

Emergency Wards of the Fort Erie and Port Colborne 

Hospitals.  The government has ordered all LHINs to im-

mediately stop using such “secret” practices. 
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ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE OF MOTIONS 
 

At this year’s Annual General Meeting on November 4, 2010 you the Membership will be asked to vote on the following 

changes to our Constitution and Policies & Procedures in order to create a new “Public Relations Committee”: 

 

NOTICE OF MOTION #1 

 

Be it resolved that the Constitution of District 14 RTO/ERO be amended by the addition of the following articles to 

establish a Public Relations Committee for District 14 RTO/ERO: 

 

In OBJECTIVES add: 

7.  To promote the activities, contributions and value of retirees from the Education Sector to the community. 

 

In Article 2 – DISTRICT EXECUTIVE, Section 2.02 amended by the addition of 

 “Public Relations Chair” to the list of Committee Chairs. 

 

In Article 2 – DISTRICT EXECUTIVE, Section 2.19, amended by the addition of a new section:  

(d):  To be a member of the “Public Relations Committee. 

 

In Article 3 – COMMITTEES, EXECUTIVE AND STANDING, Section 3.02 Standing Committees 

amended by the addition of a new section: 

(i)  Public Relations Committee 

Responsible for 

(i) Publicising the work and contributions of the members of District 14 RTO/ERO in the community, prov-

ince, Canada, and internationally; 

(ii) Encouraging the members of District 14 RTO/ERO to become involved in the community and other ac-

tivities; 

(iii)Maintain a link with the area media. 

 

 

NOTICE OF MOTION #2 

 
Be it resolved that the Policies and Procedures of District 14 RTO/ERO be amended by the inclusion of the follow-

ing articles in order to establish a Public Relations Committee for District 14 RTO/ERO. 

 

PROCEDURE  III – COMMITTEES 

 

Under  A.  STANDING COMMITTEES add: 

i.   Public Relations 

 

Under  B.  STANDING COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP add: 

i.   Public Relations:  Chair, 9 members to be selected from the Area Representatives. 

 

PROCEDURE  IV – DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 

 

Add: 

10.  Public Relations – as per Constitution 
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Communications Committee 

Report 
 

By Chereen Osborne, Chair Communication Committee 
 

I want to acknowledge the 

past service of two former 
members of the Communica-

tions Committee.  As a team, 
Wayne Scott and Michael 

Britto have revised the 
Grapevine into a professional 

looking newsletter.  For that 
we are very grateful.  

Wayne’s service goes back 
for many years.  He started the Grapevine as a one-man-
operation from his home.  In later years it was turned over to 

other newsletter editors as he turned his efforts to starting our 
website.  Wayne has led the way in technological innovation for 

District 14 and the Province through his articles in Renaissance.   
As President of the District for 2 years, working with Michael 

Britto, Wayne initiated the next fundamental change using new 
technology and templates for the newsletter.  Our wish, for 

both of you, is continued success as you pick up other chal-
lenges in your lives and community. 

 
John Carruthers and I had an eye opening experience in June 

when we attended a Webmasters’ Workshop in Toronto.  We 
were introduced to new software that is about to influence 

changes in both our website and newsletter.  We have been 
chosen as a test district, by RTO/ERO. Our website will be 

hosted on the RTO/ERO website and we can also use their site 
to email our members without incurring charges to the District 
from other providers.  It will offer us a chance to use expertise 

from the office in Toronto to help us rebuild the website and 
revamp the newsletter.  

  
The team has already spent an afternoon with Igor Radovano-

vic, Manager of Information Technology for RTO/ERO.  We are 
now working on next steps to achieve change.  I would ask that 

you go to rto-ero.org, the Provincial website, choose your lan-
guage, then go to the green tab at the top left to preview the 

new BETA Provincial site.  They would appreciate your com-
ments on the new site. 

 
Robert Halfyard, our Database Manager will be able to access 

our Provincial data base and work directly with Dianne Vezeau 
from the Toronto office to keep our membership information 

up to date using this platform.  Robert and I continue to pursue 
corrections to our email lists.  Many of you joined RTO/ERO 
many years ago and submitted an email address.  Over the 

years you have notified us of many changes but not a change of 
email address.  Of over 800 addresses on our books almost 300 

are out of date.  If you personally have not been contacted or 
are not receiving an email copy of the Grapevine, please notify 

us of your current email address by contacting Chereen Os-
borne at:  

chereen@cogeco.ca .  Thank you.   
 

My appreciation goes to John Carruthers - Web Master, Bonnie 
Bryan - Newsletter Editor and Robert Halfyard - Database Man-

ager, for the time and effort expended freely on behalf of the 

members of District 14. 
    

Photo Contest 
    

As indicated earlier, the Webmasters' 

Workshop held in early June was full of 
ideas.  We were introduced to a new 

system that will allow for member inter-
action in a secure environment.  In addi-

tion to the content of the current website, for example, a mem-
bers-only discussion and feedback forum would allow for much 

greater sharing of ideas from you, our members.  Other fea-
tures could include a search function and a photo gallery, simpli-

fied e-mailing of RTO/ERO information to members, and acces-
sibility by committee chairpersons to update committee re-

ports ... all of which are pretty exciting possibilities!  As a result 
of this new approach to our district website development, we 
have a need for photographs representing the diverse geogra-

phy of District 14 areas.  If you enjoy photography, please con-
sider submitting your best photos of Lake Ontario, the escarp-

ment, wine country, Niagara Falls, the Welland Canal ... or 
whatever image you believe best represents a part of our RTO/

ERO district.  Please submit high resolution digital 
photographs, one attachment per email, to 

tmr_c@hotmail.com by November 1, 2010.  Prize 
winners will be announced at the AGM. 

November Municipal Elections 

 
As responsible citizens of the Niagara Region, 

let’s begin to focus on the upcoming Munici-
pal elections and become “informed vot-

ers”. 
 

Make the opportunity to clarify the political links 
which connect the federal and provincial actions with your re-

gional/local governments.  For example, health care falls under 
provincial jurisdiction but the need for improved transit is 
clearly a municipal and regional concern. To address costs and 

staffing concerns the NHS is concentrating certain health ser-
vices in particular hospitals.  This economic decision poses addi-

tional stress on patients who may require public transit for their 
respective medical needs.  Affordable, reliable, public transit 

now becomes very important to us.  The Niagara Region hosts 
both an increasing aging population and an expanding youthful 

generation. To address this growth our elected representatives 
must take a positive stand and work cooperatively to get the 

transportation issue fixed. In addition to this concern, our local/
regional candidates must address the issue of goods and services 

taxes. 
 

We urge you to make yourself aware of your candidates’ stands 
and what each identifies as priority issues.  Take the time to sit 

in on community gatherings where you can hear, first hand, the 
issues before us in 2010 and even ask pertinent questions or 
make statements in a public forum.  Or contact a member of 

the Political Advocacy Committee for more information. 
 

    Larry Rendall 
    Political Advocacy Chair 

mailto:chereen@cogeco.ca
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Cradle of the Confederacy & the Modern Civil Rights Movement 
 

Copyright by Mike Keenan, Travel Editor  

 

When you visit Montgomery, Alabama, you re-trace historic events that one might say have led 
to the election of Barack Obama, the first black President of the United States.  It started with 

Rosa Parks who inspired Martin Luther King Jr. and suddenly, the movement was off and run-
ning. Montgomery, the state capital, would never be the same. 

 
Rosa Parks, a seamstress, captured the world's attention on December 1, 1955 by refusing to 

give up her seat to a white man on the city bus.  She was arrested, but this action galvanized a 
long protest condemning the city's segregation laws.  "The Montgomery Bus Boycott" was a dra-

matic catalyst for the civil rights movement.  The boycott of bus lines began on December 5, 
1955 and lasted for 381 days until a judge ordered that the segregation on public buses was un-

constitutional. 
 

Martin Luther King Jr. and his family lived in Montgomery from 1954 to 1960 while he served as pastor of the Dexter Avenue King 
Memorial Church.  During the Boycott, he was a community leader, elected president of the Montgomery Improvement Association.  

In 1956, the parsonage, where he and his family lived,  was fire-bombed.  This allowed Dr. King to become a national leader for the 
Civil Rights Movement.  In 1965, King led a protest march for voting rights that began on the Edmond Pettus Bridge in Selma and 

ended up at the capitol steps in Montgomery.  Legislation was subsequently passed by Congress to protect the rights of all citizens. 
 
The Black Heritage Trail runs from Selma through Lowndes County to Montgomery, and then 

from Montgomery to Tuskegee.  Tourists enjoy a unique opportunity to walk in the footsteps 
of civil rights pioneers.  

 
Montgomery is also notable as the place where Jefferson Davis was sworn in on the capitol 

grounds in 1861, the first and only President of the Confederate States of America.  A gold star 
marks the spot where he stood.  Davis dwelled in a house that stood on the corner of Lee & 

Bibb Streets.  The First White House of the Confederacy was later moved from its original 
location to its current location at the corner of Washington & Union Street.  On April 11, 

1861, the telegraph was sent, from the Winter Building in downtown Montgomery that or-
dered troops to fire on Fort Sumter, beginning the Civil War. 

 
In 1819, New Philadelphia and Alabama Town had merged, taking the name Montgomery after General Richard Montgomery, a Revo-

lutionary War hero who died in 1775 during the Battle of Quebec.  Other Montgomery firsts involve transportation.  On April 15, 
1866, the first electric trolley streetcars operated here, not in San Francisco as many assume.  The "Lightening Route" ran until 1936, 

replaced with buses.   In 1910, Wilbur Wright opened the world's earliest flying school here at the site that would become Maxwell 
Air Force Base.  Today, Maxwell is home to the prestigious Air University. 

 

Montgomery also influenced the music industry.  At sixteen, Hank Williams quit school and began his 
music career in earnest.  He made his first appearance on radio on WSFA in late 1936 and soon was 

established as one of the station's most popular performers.  He worked beer joints and regional shows 
with his band, "the Drifting Cowboys."  He was reportedly "discovered" at the old Empire Theatre,  now 

the Rosa Parks Museum.  His last performance was in Montgomery and he is buried here in Oakwood 
Cemetery.  

 
Nathaniel Adams (aka Nat King) Cole was born in Montgomery on March 17, 1919.  His home sits on 

the campus of Alabama State University where Paul "Bear" Bryant was head football coach for twenty-
five years, amassing six national championships and thirteen conference championships.  One of his most 

famous stars was quarterback Joe Namath.  The Paul W. Bryant Museum, Paul W. Bryant Drive and Bry-
ant-Denny Stadium are all named in the coach's honour.  

 
Montgomery is no slouch when it comes to theatre, home of the Alabama Shakespearian Festival and several dance companies.  

Downtown Revitalization zips along here, the first phase of the Riverwalk complete with a beautiful amphitheatre and stadium; how-
ever, whenever one visits Montgomery, inevitably, it's the momentous history that always grips.  
 

Contact Mike Keenan at www.whattravelwriterssay.com.  Mike writes a weekly newspaper column, "Retired, eh?" for the St. Catharines Standard and travel articles for three Niagara Sun 
papers, The Standard, Welland Tribune and Niagara Falls Review.  

 
Photo credits:  Courtesy of Montgomery Convention & Visitors Bureau 

Rosa Parks Museum Bus 

Hank Williams Statue 

Capital and Monument 

http://www.whattravelwriterssay.com
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WELCOME  TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

We hope you will come out and enjoy the full benefits and camaraderie of being a member of RTO/ERO District 14 Niagara! 

Over 500 Email Grapevines! 
 

Now, more than ever, it is imperative that we have your correct email address.  Over 500 email copies of the Grapevine are received 

by email.  If we do not have your correct email you will be missing out.  Send all changes or corrections to chereen@cogeco.ca. 

Candida Bagnulo 

Patricia Biro 

Brigitte Bonner 

Dianne Book 

Jeannie Campanelli 

Theodore Clarke 

George Cousins 

Carol-Anne Deckert 

Rocco DeVuono 

Louise Farquhar 

Monique Finora 

Donna Fleming 

Marion Fleming 

Normand Frenette 

Donna Genge 

Patricia Hall 

Wayne Hall 

Inara Heidebrecht 

Heather Henderson 

Nicholas Holmes 

Gary Lavallee 

Elizabeth MacDonald 

Antonetta Mannella-Pisani 

Jennifer Matsushita 

Ronald Matsushita 

Carol Moser 

Ethel O’Brien 

Maureen Roy 

Gary Sherk 

Matilda Talbot 

Rosalind Tracey 

Shannon Wolkowski 

WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS FOR MONDAY SEPTEMBER 6? 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEER TO WALK, DRIVE, OR RIDE.  Want to walk, but “the legs aint what they used to be”, complete the route by 

riding. 

All participants will receive refreshment tickets to use at the end of the parade. 

Please e-mail Bill Doyle at bill. doyle@hotmail.com or leave a phone message 209 668 2721 with the following: 

 NAME 

 PHONE NUMBER and/or EMAIL ADDRESS 

 NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS YOU RECRUITED 

 HOW YOU WISH TO PARTICIPATE 

 MARCH/WALK 

 VOLUNTEER YOUR VEHICLE and DRIVE (Convertibles, Vans, 2/4 door) 

 VOLUNTEER YOUR VEHICLE and OFFER RIDES FOR OTHERS 

 Number of passengers you can accommodate 

 FORM A MUSICAL GROUP/BAND 

PARTICIPATE IN THE MERRITTON COMMUNITY/ST. CATHARINES LABOUR 

DAY PARADE 

Let’s show our continued involvement in 

our Community  . . .  INVITE family and 

friends to join you in the parade 

mailto:bill.doyle@hotmail.com
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Going Places and Doing Things 
 

 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N.B.  For all information, except where indicated, please contact Mary Hesser, 673 Niagara Boulevard, 

 Fort Erie, L2A 3H9 

 Phone:  (905) 871-4353 
  

      

The deadline for submitting material for the Winter Grapevine is December 1, 2010. 

       

Editor’s Note:  The views expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the official position of RTO/ERO Dis-

trict 14 Niagara.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Grapevine Editor, Bonnie Bryan, at 905-562-7773 or the Chair of the 

Communications Committee, Chereen Osborne, at 905-646-2640. 

PLEASE NOTE 
All participants in District 14 Organized Trips MUST sign a Liability Waiver prior to the beginning of the activ-

ity.  Please find attached to this Newsletter a number of Waiver forms which can be mailed to Mary Hesser 

with your payment, or brought to the activity and handed in before departure.  Thank you for your coopera-

tion in this matter. 

Shaw Festival September 30 @ 2:00 p.m. 

An Ideal Husband 
$45.00 

      

Stratford Theatre October 15     Evita 

N.B.  Bus leaves . . . 

Leave WalMart Plaza (Welland) @ 9:30 a.m. 

Leave Lincoln Mall (St. Catharines) @ 10:00 a.m. 

(Lunch stop entroute) 

$87.00 

      

Farewell to the Bell September 9 @ 11:30 a.m. 

Queenston Heights Restaurant 

Free for New Members 

Sold 

Out 

      

Annual General Meeting November 4 @ 11:00 a.m. 

Rockway Glen Golf Course & Estate Winery 

Lunch @ 12:00 p.m. 

Entertainment by the Niagara Regional Police Chorus 

See the attached Flyer 

 $25.00 

      

Stage West December 1 

Joseph and his Technicolor Dreamcoat 

The usual extensive buffet and first rate production! 

Leave WalMart Plaza (Welland) @ 8:45 a.m. 

Leave Lincoln Mall (St. Catharines) @ 9:15 a.m. 

$87.00 

      

Being Considered for 

             2011 

A Day at the Races 

Brantford Theatre Experience 

Calendar Girls at the Princess of Wales Theatre, Toronto 

Chatauqua 

  


