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Our President’s Message 
  

 
 

With this Fall Grapevine, I am penning my final President’s Mes-

sage to you.  With the upcoming Annual General Meeting on No-

vember 5,  I will be handing over the reins of District 14 to a new 

President.  I have thoroughly enjoyed serving you for the last two 
years.  I feel privileged to have had the opportunity to work with an incredibly dedi-

cated and talented Executive.  If I have been a success as President, it is because of 

their work and support! 
 

During my term in office the RTO/ERO Charitable Foundation achieved its first 

funding goal - the establishment of a Chair in Geriatric Medicine at the University of 

Toronto.  It’s first recipient has just recently been announced.  She is Dr. Paula 

Rochon who is currently a professor of Geriatric Medicine at U. of T., and the Vice 

President of Research at Women’s College Hospital.  In the press release announcing 

her appointment, she said, “I am honoured to be appointed as the inaugural RTO/

ERO Chair in Geriatric Medicine.  I truly look forward to working with the Universi-

ty, The Retired Teachers of Ontario . . . and its members on this important initiative 

that will advance the care of our aging population and ensure that all Canadians enjoy 

the quality of life they deserve.” 

On the local front, our District Committees have been active providing a rich menu 

of entertaining and informative activities for you, the members.  Of particular note 

has been the work of our Political Advocacy Committee.  As well as petitioning poli-

ticians to make changes that would benefit seniors, and monitoring the Niagara 

Health System and the LHIN, they have undertaken an education campaign to inform, 
not only our members, but young people and all citizens about the important issues 

we face in the upcoming Federal Election.  Through the production of a non-partisan 

pamphlet which is being distributed at various events (like the recent Labour Day Pa-

rade in St. Catharines) they are encouraging us all to become informed about the 

views of all the candidates in preparation to make a wise choice at the polls on Octo-

ber 19th.  A portion of the pamphlet has been reproduced on page 6 of this newslet-

ter.  I encourage you all to use these issue guides as the basis for questions of the 

candidates in your riding.  But most importantly, I encourage you all to get out and 

vote.  Canada will remain a great country only if we all exercise our right to vote! 
 

Bonnie Bryan 

bonjim@wirelessworks.ca 

http://www.rtoero-district14.org
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RTO/ERO District 14 

Niagara Peninsula   

District Executive 
  

     RTO/ERO      1-800-361-9888 

     Johnson’s Insurance     1-877-406-9007 

     ElderCare Select     1-888-327-1500 

     Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan   1-800-668-0105 

     Seniors’ Safety Line     1-866-299-1011 

 

 

Area Representatives 
 

Fort Erie, Ridgeway, Stevensville, Crystal Beach, Sherkston 

Doris Emerson 905-382-6149 

Nina McCutcheon 289-320-9343 

Niagara Falls 

Linda L. Dueck       905 358 6931 

Niagara-on-the-Lake, Virgil, Queenston, St. David’s 

Brian Carty            905-468-7129  

Welland, Port Robinson 

Joan Sisler-Wells   289-820-5959 

Jo-Anne Fabris 905-732-1509 

Port Colborne  

Norma Sieber 905-835-8340 

Jan Taylor 905-834-9577 

St. Catharines 

Charleen Avedesian     905-934-2704 

  Thorold 

Jane Michaud          905-227-1961 

Wainfleet, Wellandport, Lowbanks, St. Ann’s, Smithville,  

Caistor Center 

  

Grimsby, Beamsville, Lincoln, Jordan Station,  

Jordan/Vineland Station, Vineland 

Mary Jane Tanner   905-562-7667 

Bonnie Leistner         905 563 4287  

Fonthill, Fenwick, Ridgeville, North Pelham 

Wilma McNall 905-892-6834 

Margot Fraser 905-892-2408 

      

NOTE:  Additional Reps are needed for Niagara Falls; Wainfleet, 

Wellandport, Lowbanks, St. Ann’s, Smithville; and the 

St. Catharines areas.  If you are interested, please call 

Margot Smith at 905-892-1891. 

Bonnie Bryan President 905-562-7773 

Bill Doyle Past President 289-668-2721 

Don Gray 1st Vice President 905-646-9967 

Carolynn Canham 2nd Vice President 905-309-4313 

Marion Woodcock Secretary 905-562-7935 

Kathy Smith (temp.) Treasurer 289-820-7615 

John Carruthers Archives 905-356-9620 

Chereen Osborne Communications 905-646-2640 

Diane Conklin Events 905-871-3038 

Margot Smith Goodwill 905-892-1891  

Joe Santone Health Services 905-892-8105 

Pat Davis Membership 905-835-8056 

Janice Taylor Pension Concerns 905-834-9577 

Bill Doyle Political Advocacy 289-668-2721 

Carolynn Canham Public Relations 905-309-4313 

Bonnie Bryan Grapevine Editor 905-562-7773 

John Carruthers Webmaster 905-356-9620 

Donna Van Nest Data Base 905-359-1644 

     

RTO/ERO DISTRICT 14 NEEDS YOU! 
 

We are always in need of interested volunteers to fill Executive positions and 

Committees.  We would also like to offer opportunities for interested members to mentor 

with Executive Members in all positions to prepare for future openings.  Please contact Past 

President, Bill Doyle if you are interested. 

We also have openings for Goodwill Reps in the many Areas, 

especially Wainfleet/ West Lincoln. 

If you are interested in this role which involves passing  information along about 

illnesses, birthdays, or other significant life events that need recognition, 

please contact Margot Smith at 905-892-1891. 

Again, please contact an Executive Member if you are interested. 

http://www.rtoero-district14.org
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IN MEMORIAM 
     

It is with sadness that we share with you the pass-

ing of the following members. 
     

Albert Aiello 

William Cornett 

Anthony Di Paolo 

John Greenhow 

Margaret Kipis 

Lewis Lambourne 

Mauro Marino 

Mary Matthews 

Marion Murray 

Donna Nash 

Doris Perrin 

Eileen Rose 

Joyce Yarr 
 

May they live forever in our memories. 

HEALTH SERVICES & BENEFITS 
 

Travel Tips 
 

The maximum allowable supply for medications is 100 

days. If you plan on taking an extended vacation, a fur-

ther 100 day supply can be obtained by completing a 

Vacation Supply Form from Johnson Inc. Plan Benefits 

Claims (many pharmacists already have copies of this 

form or can get it for you). Please remember that the 

total cost of the prescription will count towards the 

calendar year maximum in the year in which the pre-

scription is filled. 
 

As a general guideline, for In-

come Tax purposes and OHIP 

eligibility, Canadian citizens are 
welcome to visit the USA for up to 6 months or 183 

days in any 12 month period. The number of allowable 

days does not reset on Jan 1 just because the calendar 

changed.  The time is based on an individual's travel 

dates, and can continue from one calendar year to the 

next.  Every day spent in the US through the year 

counts.  Both governments now share border crossing 

records.  A day is considered to be a calendar day, or 

any portion thereof.  The one to two hour day trips we 

make for shopping or entertainment would be consid-

ered one day.  Owning as opposed to renting a vaca-

tion home doesn't increase the maximum number of 

days a Canadian may stay each year in the U.S. 
 

How does a change of medication affect our travel?  

Unlike the majority of travel plans in the market today, 

a change in medication, dosage or usage does not auto-

matically mean that your condition would be excluded 

from coverage under the RTO/ERO PLAN.  However, 

if it is due to a change in your condition, then any 
claims resulting from that condition may be excluded.  

It is best to contact the Johnson’s Information line at 1-

877-406-9007 for clarification. 
 

Joe Santone 

Health Chair 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
 

The Public Relations Committee has been busy working with 

the PAC Committee preparing material for the upcoming 

Federal Election.  An excellent non-partisan Election pam-

phlet, identifying issues of importance and encouraging peo-

ple to vote was produced and was given out at the Labour 

Day Parade in Merriton. 
 

We are also working on a presentation to be made at Re-

gional Council that addresses concerns about the privatiza-

tion of long term care homes. 
 

Carolynn Canham, Chair 

GOODWILL 
  

Over the spring months the committee began a new initia-

tive - a suggestion of St. Catharines representative Charlene 

Avedesian.  Sometimes the families of deceased members do 

not know that they must notify Toronto, or who to call 

when a member dies.  Therefore area funeral homes within 

the district were supplied with a special explanatory note 

printed on embossed RTO/ERO cards, along with a number 

of District 14 business cards providing important contact 

information.  The Funeral homes could choose to hold on to 

them in their files or pass them out, as they see fit to their 

bereaved clients who are family of our members.  These 

notes and business card packages were delivered in person 

and area representatives report that they were well re-

ceived. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
 

The Annual General Meeting for District 14 is coming up on 

November 5th at Legends on the Niagara.  Please see the 

attached Registration Form for all the details.  We are 

pleased to welcome RTO/ERO’s new Executive Director, 

Jim Grieve, as our guest speaker. 
 

The AGM is also the time when we elect a new Executive.  

All positions are open, so if you are interested in an enjoya-

ble volunteer activity, please contact Bill Doyle 

at 289-668-2721 or bill.doyle@hotmail.com.  

See you there! 

http://www.rtoero-district14.org
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PYGMALION 

10 Reasons to see this excellent theatre production…… 
 

10.  If you liked the musical “My Fair Lady”, you will enjoy 

Pygmalion - a comedy. 

9.  Excellent seating selected just for you - RTO member. 

8.  A perfect excuse to stroll through all of the boutiques 

in Niagara-on-the- Lake. 

7.  Go for lunch before and /or after the play. 

6.  Enjoy a beautiful ride to the Shaw Festival Theatre on a 

colourful Fall afternoon. 

5.  Luxuriate in a gorgeous theatre venue. 

4.  Exchange news and stories with other RTO members 

and patrons of the Arts. 

3.  Visit the boutique at the Shaw Festival Theatre and pur-

chase a memento just for you. 

2.  View an excellent play written by an exceptional play-

wright – Bernard Shaw. 

AND, DRUM ROLL PLEASE! 

The number one reason to see Pygmalion is…… 

1.  Enjoy and support the Arts for a long and beautiful life.  
 

Having read through the list, you may want to prioritize the 

10 reasons according to your own preferences or you may 

wish to create your own list.  Send me your 10 reasons at 

drconklin@bell.net.  
 

Finally, please note that there is a date correction.  

Showtime for Pygmalion is set for FRIDAY, OCTO-

BER 16, 2015…. 2 P.M. MATINEE PERFORMANCE. 

Call now for your tickets. They are $55 per person 

and we have reserved front row seats. 
 

Call now - Diane Conklin - 905-871-3038. 

Send your cheque, payable to RTO - District 14 to 

Kathy Smith, 31 Willowlanding Court, Welland, 

L3C7L7 or use PayPal on our Website. 

EVENTS UPDATE 

The Pension Committee of 

The Retired Teachers of Ontario 

District 14 

presents 
 

Wills, Power of Attorney, 

Estates and Trusts 
Presented by Chris Wilson, Lawyer 

With the Firm 

Wilson, Opatovsky Barristers and Solicitors 
 

Thursday, October 15 
1:30 -3:30 pm 

 

Pleasantview Memorial Gardens 

Community Room 

Merrittville Hwy, near Hwy 20 (Turners' Corners) 
 

Light refreshments served. 
 

Please register by email - ksmith136@cogeco.ca or by calling 

Kathy Smith at 289-820-7615 no later than October 2. 

 

WE NOW OFFER PAYPAL! 

 
RTO/ERO District 14 now offers another way to pay for our 

Event offerings.  We still accept cheques mailed to our Treas-

urer, but you can also pay on line with PAYPAL in the Events 

area of our website (www.rtoero-district14.org) by clicking 

on the “Buy Now” button beside the event you wish to at-

tend. 
 

PayPal is a free, safe, secure portal which allows you to pay 

for merchandise and services on the internet (like RTO/ERO 

events) without having to give the vendor your financial infor-

mation.  It is accepted by millions of vendors around the 

world.  Getting a PayPal account is free. Go on the Internet 

to www.paypal.com/ca/home or Google “PayPal Canada” and 

follow the link.   
 

Once you are on the Home page, click on the blue “Sign Up” 

button.  Choose “Personal” for your account and click 

“Continue”.  On the next screen, make sure that “Canada” 

appears in the first box.  Then enter your email address; en-

ter a strong password for your PayPal Account which in-

cludes mixed cases, numbers and characters (like an asterix, 

etc.).  Do not use personal information in passwords (like 

your name or birthdate).  Then enter the code that appears 

in the next blue box exactly as it appears, and press 

“Continue”.  On the next screen, fill in your personal infor-

mation.  You do not have to give your Social Insurance Num-

ber.  Read and click on “Agree and Create Account”.  On the 

next screen, you must decide whether you want to use your 

bank/credit union account or your credit card as your first 

choice for paying, then fill in the required information.  On 

the next screen you will give the information for your other 

method of payment if you wish.  When you have finished this 

click the grey “Log Out” button in the upper right corner of 

the screen.  You will then receive an email from PayPal asking 

you to confirm your registration.  Do this to finish the pro-

cess.  This is the last time PayPal will ask you to go to your 

account directly through an email!  If you receive email saying 

there is a problem with your account, or asking you to click 

on a link, DO NOT DO IT!  It is a scam!  This is true of all 

“Financial” type emails.  If you are concerned, close your 

email program, then go through your web browser to the 

company’s website.  Log in properly and check your account 

that way.  Never go to a financial link through email. 
 

You are now ready to shop securely on the internet, and to 

pay for all your District 14 activities without having to send a 

cheque or your Registration Form (PayPal takes care of that)! 

INTERNET SAFETY 
 

To protect yourself, NEVER respond directly to an 

email request from familiar financial institutions or cred-

it card companies.  If you are concerned by the mes-
sage, close your email programme, and either 

telephone your bank or credit card company 

or go directly to their website through your 

Web Browser NOT through the email link! 

http://www.rtoero-district14.org
mailto:ksmith136@cogeco.ca
http://www.rtoero-district14.org
http://www.paypal.com/ca/home
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JESSIE CARRUTHERS IN HER 100TH YEAR! 
 

In May of 2015, Jessie Carruthers was unable to attend the Spring Luncheon to be honoured on turn-

ing 100, and receive her RTO/ERO certificate.  Instead she graciously agreed to be interviewed.  The 

interview was conducted by her trusted friend, District 14 member Sandy White, during the summer 

at Jessie’s home in Welland.  She was also presented with her certificate from RTO/ERO and a rose. 
 

Jessie was first attracted to the teaching profession by one of her early teachers, one Florence Ed-

wards. Jessie said of her, "I thought that she knew everything!" When Jessie began her own teaching ca-

reer in Kirkland Lake, she was 18. Her first school was a rural 1- 8 grade school. "I taught the entrance 

students, 5 boys, each Saturday morning to help them prepare for their exams. One of the boys didn’t make it but he came back for an-

other year and was successful."  Jessie was at that school for 4 years and describes it vividly:  “This school was in the country, no 

phone, no furnace, just a Franklin wood burning stove, which one of the students tended.  There were 23 students from adjacent farms 

and they worked well together. There was no running water, so we had a pail with a ladle that everyone would drink from and 2 outhous-

es, one for the boys and one for the girls; the rascal boys would throw caps into the girls’ outhouse to spook them!!  No one really got into 

trouble as I was very stern! We had huge concerts at Christmas, including plays, songs, and recitations; all of the parents would come to 

celebrate!  My salary during those first years was $450.00 annually. I’m thankful that, in those years, we could say the Lord’s Prayer.” 
 

After that one room school, Jessie was "thrilled to move to a brand new school in Kirkland 

Lake. It had all of the modern amenities!  There I met one of my best friends, Isa, and we skied 

and skated and enjoyed a wonderful professional friendship together.  We stayed in touch for 

many, many years.” 
 

When asked about the changes in her career and how she ended up in the Niagara area 

she states:  “Isa and I moved on to Ottawa together where I taught Grade 1. One day, one of 

the superintendents said, ‘Jessie, we have big plans for you; we want you to be a consultant.’  

Well, I met the love of my life, Wally, a bank manager, and we moved to Welland, where, once 

again, I taught Grade 1.  It was not long after that, a Superintendent of the Niagara South Board 

invited me to be a Primary Consultant. I remember those days fondly; I used to wear high heels (I was just 4 feet 8 inches) and I would 

drive around in my white Mustang to all of the schools!! My passion was to assist the teachers who wanted me to work with them; not 

everyone did!!!” 
 

As her career progressed, Jessie acquired additional qualifications:  “I went on to get my BA from McMaster, Primary Specialist Cer-

tificate and many reading courses. I was honoured to teach with a group of consultants on the Primary Reading Specialist’s Course during 

the summer in Hamilton.” 
 

And what was a favourite memory midway through her career? “I had many favourite memories. I absolutely loved to teach the 

youngsters, to note their progress.  One of my inventions was the ‘Quiet Mat’; you know when the children come in from recess and want 

to gab……if I was on my mat, just a piece of fringed paper, they had to respect my quest for quiet.  It really worked!! I did lots of crea-

tive writing with my primary students; we looked at the configuration of words, always from left to right. The Superintendent thought that 

it was a terrific technique!” 
 

When asked to summarize her years of teaching and give some highlights of her last ones, just before retirement Jessie had this 

to say:  “I began teaching when I was 18 and retired when I was 65…a 47 year career and I loved every minute of it!  Just after my 

friend, Frieda, a music consultant, and I retired, we were invited to a retirement party for my best friend, who was a Superintendent. Dur-

ing her comments she said that I had been one of the greatest influences, not only in her career, but in her life.  Everyone present stood 

up and applauded me; I was humbled, but very proud. Today we are like mother and daughter!! She is the very one who assisted me in 

filling out this questionnaire.” 
 

And what of Jessie's interests and favourite pastimes outside of the teaching profession, both then and now?  “Over the years 

I’ve had many passions and continue to seek more. When I was younger I enjoyed tennis, piano playing and travelling; I continue to be an 

avid reader, always interested in articles regarding education.  I often ask my friends to, “Read and Respond” and I really want some well 

thought out answers!!  One of my favourite recollections was a marvellous trip on the Rocky Mountaineer.  We saw so much of our mag-

nificent Canada!” 
 

When asked about any famous or special students that stood out in her memory over the years she stated, “I had many gifted 

students during my career, but the most special one was my son, Jamie.  He read long before he entered my Grade 1 class and passed 

away pursuing his Doctorate at Queen’s University.” 
 

In closing, Jessie was asked what advice she would give to teachers just starting out in the profession  today?  “Firstly, 

acknowledge, love and respect the children with whom you have been given the honour to teach.  Always understand that there are many 

different learning levels. You must not only be interested in the bright students, but must take more care with those who struggle.” 
 

In closing, Sandra White reports that, "Jessie was an educator well before her time; she has affected the lives of students and educa-

tors alike!”  And on Jessie’s kitchen table there is a rock with the inscription, “LEARN ALWAYS!” 

http://www.rtoero-district14.org
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WELCOME  TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

We hope you will come out and enjoy the full benefits and camaraderie of being a member of RTO/ERO District 14 Niagara! 

Valerie Adams 

Ronald Bissell 

Doran  Boston 

Carolyn Boyd 

Mary Beth Casucci 

Leslie Coates 

Adrienne Corti 

Denise Cote 

Rita M Cote 

Sandy Crux 

Joanne Derda 

Maureen Dugo 

Jayne Evans 

Silvana Fabrizi 

Joanne Ferren 
Norrie Franko 

Judith Frugier 

Wendy Glazier 

Robert Grand 

Geraldine A Greenhow 

Lynda Johnston 

Hilary M Lambourne 

Darla MacLean 

Splendora Marino 

Walter Maronski 

Maria Mauro-Marshall 

E Ann McLaughlin 

Angela Morocco 

Lino Carmelo Portelli 

Maria Rocca Martin 

Judith Rossman 

Paul Secker 

Lenna Siuciak 

Kim St Louis 
Laurence Steven 

Dino Volante 

Marjorie Weir 

Henriette Wreggitt 

 

 

http://www.rtoero-district14.org
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"Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Edam, Voldam ‒  the cities share the same suffix because of our water barriers," explains Jan Tensen 

captain of the AmaCerto longship. "Much of the Netherlands is 12 feet under sea level, so we employ a massive dyke system 

and canals." With a start/finish in amazing Amsterdam, we sail on an "AmaWaterways Tulip Cruise" totalling 761 km (475.5 

miles) through nine locks featuring, the Berendrecht, the world's largest, greater than any lock on the massive Panama Canal. 

Tulips in vases are located strategically throughout the attractive ship which boasts all the amenities we need, a comfy cabin 

with an outside deck. One afternoon we encounter rough seas and rain, but the AmaCerto is steady as she goes. 
 

After an entertaining half day in Amsterdam which includes a quick bus tour and an informative canal cruise, we sail the Ijssel-

meer River, formerly the famed Zuiderzee closed off from the North Sea, the lake now fresh water with an average depth of 8 

feet. At Volendam we observe the fishing fleet and fish auction building, and afterwards we continue by motor coach to Edam, a 

charming town with one of the largest churches in the Netherlands, Grote Kerk (Great Church). Eels are a popular culinary 

item here, but after multiple delicious samples, we purchase Edam, a mild, semi-soft cheese similar to Gouda, manufactured in 2 

to 4 pound balls coated with bright red wax.  
 

Next morning in Arnhem, we view the World War II Battle of Arnhem Bridge site made famous by 

the film, “A Bridge Too Far.” Later in Apeldoorn, we tour the stunning royal residence, Het Loo Pal-

ace, with lavishly furnished rooms and meticulously sculpted gardens that once served as a hunting 

lodge. Two flamboyant peacocks meet us and strut their stuff. Later, we arrive at Nijmegen, the first 

town taken by the Nazis. In the evening, we sail towards Belgium and in the morning, we enjoy a walk-

ing tour of Antwerp in Flanders, the northern part of the country. Their cathedral houses two of Ru-

bens’ most important works, "The Elevation of the Cross" and "The Descent from the Cross". Ant-

werp is one of the two most important diamond cutting centers in Europe (the other Amsterdam). "Antwerpse Handjes," 

cookies or chocolates made with or without marzipan are shaped like a hand. Chocolate here is ubiquitous, with an almost 

fanatical adherence to Old World manufacturing techniques, most hand fashioned in small shops using original equipment. Go-

diva, Neuhaus ‒  take your pick or like us, try both! Waffles, chocolates and diamonds! What's not to like about Antwerp? Lat-

er, we explore nearby Brussels, Belgium's capital, and site of NATO headquarters. At outdoor cafés, I notice people snacking 

on mussels served with French fries, the latter originating here as "Vlaamse Frites." (Flemish Fries) To quench one's thirst, 

there are over 1,000 types of Belgian beer, the most distinctive glass made for "Pauwel Kwak" beer. 
 

The next day is busy as we visit both Ghent and Bruges. Bruges, one of Europe’s most perfectly preserved medieval cities and a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site, is packed with tourists. Here, I learn an important European lesson, to always carry spare 

change to access public washrooms! We shop on Steenstraat Street with its myriad chocolate stores, waffle cafes, and elegant 

shops with fashionable clothing, shoes and souvenirs such as intricate lace. In the morning, we stop in the charming 400-year 

old town of Willemstad for a walking tour and a private organ recital by Gijs van Spankeren playing at the oldest Protestant 

church in the Netherlands, a simple, sparse Dutch Reform Church. In the afternoon, it's another UNESCO World Heritage 

Site, Kinderdijk, a quaint village renowned for the country’s greatest concentration of windmills (19) dating from the 1500s. We 

explore the mills devised to pump water, elevate and move it from the land, 40% of which is below sea level. Nowadays, power

-driven pumping engines perform the job. In these low-lying wetlands, clogs are another icon made mainly from wood.  
 

On our last day, we visit incredible Lisse to admire the spectacular display of millions of flowering tulips in the famous 70-acre 

Keukenhof Gardens. One dazzling section is shaped like Van Gogh's visage celebrating his 125th anniversary. A building on site 

features gorgeous orchids. Keukenhof is open just 8 short weeks a year. Later, we visit Zaanse Schans, an old village with wind-

mills, wooden shoe making, and other crafts, and then we dock in Amsterdam for the evening.  
 

It's been a wonderful learning experience, the meals and service superb. Yes, we would happily sail 

with AmaWaterways again! 
 

If You Go Web Resources 

AmaWaterways River Cruises: http://www.amawaterways.com/ 

The Netherlands Tourism: http://www.holland.com/us/tourism.htm 

Keukenhof Gardens:  http://www.keukenhof.nl/en/ 

More of Mike's pics  

Amsterdam: https://www.pinterest.com/mustang6648/travel-amsterdam/ 

Netherlands: https://www.pinterest.com/mustang6648/travel-the-netherlands/ 

 

Meandering with Mike: Steady As She Goes Through The Netherlands and Belgium  
© by Mike Keenan 

Mike Keenan, SATW, Editor/Publisher/Poet/Columnist 

Postmedia, Seniors' Review, What Travel Writers Say: www.whattravelwriterssay.com; Email: whattravelwriterssay@cogeco.ca 

You can visit the Niagara Blog at http://www.whattravelwriterssay.com/wtwsblog2.html; his Seniors Blog at http://www.whattravelwriterssay.com/

indexseniorhumour.html; and his Poetry of Place Blog at: http://www.whattravelwriterssay.com/poetryofplace.html 

Trip Advisor: http://www.tripadvisor.ca/members/121mikek; Pinterest: http://www.pinterest.com/mustang6648/ 

Palace Peacock 

Lisse, Keukenhof Gardens’ 

Vibrant Tulip Display 

http://www.rtoero-district14.org
http://www.amawaterways.com/
http://www.holland.com/us/tourism.htm
http://www.keukenhof.nl/en/
https://www.pinterest.com/mustang6648/travel-amsterdam/
https://www.pinterest.com/mustang6648/travel-the-netherlands/
file:///C:/Users/Bonnie/Desktop/GRAPEVINE/Grapevine%20Working%20Material/Meandering%20With%20Mike/www.whattravelwriterssay.com
mailto:whattravelwriterssay@cogeco.ca
http://www.whattravelwriterssay.com/wtwsblog2.html
http://www.whattravelwriterssay.com/indexseniorhumour.html
http://www.whattravelwriterssay.com/indexseniorhumour.html
http://www.whattravelwriterssay.com/poetryofplace.html
http://www.tripadvisor.ca/members/121mikek
http://www.pinterest.com/mustang6648/


www.rtoero-district14.org

 8 

Editor’s Note:  The views expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the official position of RTO/ERO District 

14 Niagara.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Grapevine Editor, Bonnie Bryan, at 905-562-7773 or the Chair of the Communica-

tions Committee, Chereen Osborne, at 905-646-2640. 

 

Going Places and Doing Things 2015 
 

 

 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Wills, Powers of 

Attorney, Estates & 

Trusts Workshop 

 

October 15, 1:30 p.m. 

See Page 4 for details 

 

No Charge 

   

 

Shaw Festival 
 

October 16, 2 p.m. - “Pygmalion”  
PLEASE NOTE DATE CHANGE 
See Details on Page 4 

 

$55 each 

   

 

Annual 

General Meeting 

 

November 5, 2015, 11 a.m. 

Legends on the Niagara Golf Course 

See the attached Flyer for Information & Registration 

 

$25 

   

 
 

Watch the Website & Future Grapevine Issues 

for Updates 

 

 

DISTRICT 14 

PLEASE NOTE 
All participants in District 14 Organized Trips MUST sign a Liability Waiver prior to the beginning of the activity.  These 

forms can be found on our District 14 Website. You must include one when you mail your payment to the Event Organ-

izer or bring one with you if you pay with PayPal.  Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

A portion of your cost is being subsidized by RTO/ERO District 14 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT NO POSTDATED CHEQUES WILL BE ACCEPTED 
 

You may now pay with                       on the District 14 Website 
  

For more information, please read the article on Page 4 
 

Not all ticket requests may be filled as only a Limited Number of Tickets are available for each event.   
 

N.B.  For more information please contact Diane Conklin at 905-871-3038 

or the Organizer listed above for the event. 

Over 1500 Email Grapevines! 

    Now, more than ever, it is imperative that we have your correct email address.  Over 1500 copies of the Grapevine are received by 

email link.  If we do not have your correct email you will be missing out.  Send all changes or corrections to 

chereen@cogeco.ca. 

      

The deadline for submitting material for the Winter Grapevine is December 15, 2015 

http://www.rtoero-district14.org

