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    The Newsletter of District 14 - Niagara 

SPRING 2016    RTO/ERO has only two categories of 

The Grapevine 

We’re on the Web! 

www.rtoero-district14.org 

 

Our President’s Message 
  

 
 

 

Here comes the spring!!!  Whoopee!  With spring in Niagara we 

see the bright colours of the spring flowers, crocus, daffodils, tulips, 

etc.  We also look forward to the blossoms on the fruit trees and 

the beautiful flowers on the lilacs and magnolia.  Some of this begins 

in April and other parts of it wait until May if we do not have too 

much warmth too early.  We remember all too well the spring of 

2012 when the fruit trees started to blossom in March and we did 

not have much fruit that summer. 

 

In February your Membership Committee hosted a very successful Retirement Plan-

ning Workshop for a large number of local educators and educational support work-

ers.  Table Officers met in January, February and April.  The Executive met in January 

and will be meeting again in April.  Most committees met at least once during this 

time. 

 

Our Events Committee has planned for our annual Spring Luncheon to be held at 

the Marriott Gateway Hotel in Niagara Falls on Thursday, May 5.  The cost to you, 

the members, remains at $25.00.  Entertainment will be provided by the Firehouse 

Theatre in a Cabaret mode.  The President has a surprise for those attending.  Be-

cause of the much higher cost for Stratford, the Executive decided not to have a 

Stratford trip this year.  However, there will be 3 plays at Shaw for the cost of 
$45.00 each for the first two, and $50 for “Sweeney Todd”.  Please see the 

Calendar of Events in this issue for further details. 

 

All our committees are hard at work on behalf of our members and seniors at large.  

The work they do is greatly appreciated.  If any member has a concern about the 

work of District 14 please contact me or the chair of a specific committee if your 

concern can best be addressed by that committee. 

 

Again, I invite you to join us at the Spring luncheon to renew acquaintances, or may-

be you could bring another member with you, someone who has never attended one 

of our activities, to introduce them to the many benefits offered by RTO/ERO -  

District 14. 
 

Don Gray 

donbar@hotmail.com 

http://www.rtoero-district14.org
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RTO/ERO District 14 

Niagara Peninsula   

District Executive 

 

     RTO/ERO      1-800-361-9888 

     Johnson’s Insurance     1-877-406-9007 

     ElderCare Select     1-888-327-1500 

     Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan   1-800-668-0105 

     Seniors’ Safety Line     1-866-299-1011 

 

Area Representatives 
 

Fort Erie, Ridgeway, Stevensville, Crystal Beach, Sherkston 

Doris Emerson 905-382-6149 

Nina McCutcheon 289-320-9343 

Niagara Falls 

Linda L. Dueck       905 358 6931 

Niagara-on-the-Lake, Virgil, Queenston, St. David’s 

Brian Carty            905-468-7129  

Welland, Port Robinson 

Joan Sisler-Wells   289-820-5959 

Port Colborne  

Norma Sieber 905-835-8340 

Jan Taylor 905-834-9577 

St. Catharines 

Charleen Avedesian     905-934-2704 

  Thorold 

Jane Michaud          905-227-1961 

Wainfleet, Wellandport, Lowbanks, St. Ann’s, Smithville,  

Caistor Center 

  

Grimsby, Beamsville, Lincoln, Jordan Station,  

Jordan/Vineland Station, Vineland 

Mary Jane Tanner   905-562-7667 

Jim & Laura Mable      289-567-0283 

Fonthill, Fenwick, Ridgeville, North Pelham 

Wilma McNall 905-892-6834 

Margot Fraser 905-892-2408 

      

NOTE:  Additional Reps are needed for Niagara Falls; Wainfleet, 

Wellandport, Lowbanks, St. Ann’s, Smithville; and the 
St. Catharines areas.  If you are interested, please call 

Margot Smith at 905-892-1891. 

Don Gray President 905-646-9967 

Bonnie Bryan Past President 905-562-7773 

Carolynn Canham 1st Vice President 905-309-4313 

Diane Conklin 2nd Vice President 905-871-3038 

Marion Woodcock Secretary 905-562-7935 

Carol Parker Treasurer 905-736-9435 

John Carruthers Archives 905-356-9620 

Chereen Osborne Communications 905-646-2640 

Diane Conklin Events 905-871-3038 

Marilyn Malton Charitable Foundation 289-397-0637 

Margot Smith Goodwill 905-892-1891  

Joe Santone Health Services 905-892-8105 

Pat Davis Membership 905-835-8056 

Janice Taylor Pension Concerns 905-834-9577 

Bill Doyle Political Advocacy 289-668-2721 

Carolynn Canham Public Relations 905-309-4313 

Bonnie Bryan Grapevine Editor 905-562-7773 

John Carruthers Webmaster 905-356-9620 

Donna Van Nest Data Base 905-359-1644 

Luba Beange Bereavement Co-ord. 905-262-4685 

     

RTO/ERO DISTRICT 14 NEEDS YOU! 
 

We are always in need of interested volunteers to fill Executive positions and 

Committees.  We would also like to offer opportunities for interested members to mentor 

with Executive Members in all positions to prepare for future openings.  Please contact Past 

President, Bonnie Bryan if you are interested. 

We also have openings for Goodwill Reps in the many Areas, 

especially Wainfleet/ West Lincoln. 

If you are interested in this role which involves passing  information along about 

illnesses, birthdays, or other significant life events that need recognition, 

please contact Margot Smith at 905-892-1891. 

Again, please contact an Executive Member if you are interested. 

http://www.rtoero-district14.org
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AN IMPORTANT NEW EXTENDED 

HEALTH BENEFIT 
 

Effective January 1, 2016, RTO/ERO has enhanced the 
Extended Health Care Plan by adding BEST DOC-

TORS.  This is an organization that provides a suite of 

services which enables you to draw on the knowledge 

of the best medical minds in the world to help you get 

the right diagnosis, the right treatment, and the right 

care. 

 

Best Doctors can help when: 

 you would like an expert opinion regarding your med-

ical diagnosis and treatment options; 

 you have questions and/or concerns about a medical 

condition and need help understanding your care and 

treatment options; 

 you need assistance finding a top specialist or treat-

ment facility for your condition, either 

within or outside of Canada; and 

 you need assistance navigating the 

health care system and finding the in-

formation that you need about a med-

ical issue. 

 

InterConsultation 

InterConsultation is a confidential, patented process 

that complements the care you receive from your own 

physician by providing a second expert review and 

bringing greater certainty to your diagnosis and treat-

ment plan. 

 

FindBestDoc 

BEST DOCTORS will help you find a specialist by tak-
ing into account your unique medical history and geo-

graphic location, matching you with the right doctor for 

your condition.  They can help identify specialists such 

as internists, cardiologists, and more. 

 

FindBestCare 

If you choose, BEST DOCTORS can locate treatment 

from a specialist outside of Canada. 

 

There is no cost to you to use the program and 

participation is strictly confidential.  This benefit is 

available to all Extended Health Care participants and 

their dependents.  For more information, or to connect 

with BEST DOCTORS call 1-877-419-2378 or visit 

www.bestdoctorscanada.com. 

 

Submitted by Joe Santone 

Health Chair 

   IN MEMORIAM 
 

It is with sadness that we share with you the pass-

ing of the following members. 
     

Don Critelli 

Andrea Gravelle 

Casimir Koczorowski 

John Lees 

Geraldine Malcolm 

Marjorie Matthews 

Saify Nakhooda 

Lynne Patterson 

Shirley Robinson 

Victor Stamicar 

Jack Tye 

Paul Van Dongen 

Sylvia Young 

Marjorie Zavitz 

Isa Ziraldo 
 

May they live forever in our memories. 

 

CHARITABLE FOUNDATION 
 

We all know that there is a lack of 

geriatric specialists, family doctors, 

nurses, social and support workers 
with adequate knowledge of and 

training in geriatrics. The RTO/ERO 

Charitable Foundation’s mission is to 

correct this situation. 
 

One meaningful and popular way that individuals and 

Districts support the mission of RTO/ERO Foundation 

is with gifts made “In Memory” or “In Honour” of 

someone special.  Our Foundation Liaison, Marilyn Mal-

ton has delivered “In Memory” donation cards to all of 

the funeral homes in Niagara. 

 

We ask that, either by direct personal contribution or 

in honour of someone special to you, you consider sup-

porting our Foundation in their quest to enrich our life-

long pursuit of aging well. 

http://www.rtoero-district14.org
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WE NOW OFFER PAYPAL! 

 
RTO/ERO District 14 now offers another way to pay for 

our Event offerings.  We still accept cheques mailed to our 

Treasurer, but you can also pay on line with PAYPAL in the 

Events area of our website (www.rtoero-district14.org) by 

clicking on the “Buy Now” button beside the event you wish 

to attend. 
 

PayPal is a free, safe, secure portal which allows you to pay 

for merchandise and services on the internet (like RTO/ERO 

events) without having to give the vendor your financial in-

formation.  It is accepted by millions of vendors around the 

world.  Getting a PayPal account is free. Go on the Internet 

to www.paypal.com/ca/home or Google “PayPal Canada” 

and follow the link.  When you finish the registration pro-

cess, “Log Out” in the upper right corner of the screen.  

You will then receive an email from PayPal asking you to 

confirm your registration.  Do this to finish the process.  

This is the last time PayPal will ask you to go to your ac-

count directly through an email!  If you receive email saying 

there is a problem with your account, or asking you to click 

on a link, DO NOT DO IT!  It is a scam!  This is true of all 

“Financial” type emails.  If you are concerned, close your 

email program, then go through your web browser to the 

company’s website.  Log in properly and check your account 

that way.  Never go to a financial link through email. 
 

You are now ready to shop securely on the internet, and to 

pay for all your District 14 activities without having to send 

a cheque or your Registration Form (PayPal takes care of 

that)! 

MEMBER SERVICES 
 

We are off to an enthusiastic beginning to the New Year.  

The annual Retirement Planning Workshop was held 

Wednesday, February 17th and was as popular a session as 

all of our previous ones.  If you know of someone who will 

be retiring soon please encourage them to attend next year 

because our workshop is an excellent way to find out all the 

particulars about what retirement holds in store and and 

how to begin the process for a smooth transition. Since you 

are a retiree yourself, you can attest to the value of this 

annual workshop.  If someone you know could not attend 

the workshop, please put them in touch with me and I will 

send along a membership kit for their perusal and answer 

any questions they may have. 
 

Please keep an eye open for the date of our Farewell to the 

Bell event which is usually held in early September.  We 

share a wonderful luncheon buffet to which all new retirees 

are invited to attend as our guests.   
 

Remember that there are other events throughout the 

year.  Watch for them and join in the fun. 
 

Pat Davis 

District 14 Membership Chair 

905-835-8056 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
 

The Public Relations Committee met on Feb 2, to discuss 

current goals and directions.  Don Gray reported that he 

had been in touch with several affiliate presidents to encour-

age distribution of RTO/ERO material. 
 

Information on the open Enrolment Window offered by our 

Health Benefit Plan to RTIP members was organized and 

given to our webmaster to highlight on our webpage. 
 

The PRC is planning a meeting with our Communications 

Committee as soon as our Communications chair, Chereen 

Osborne (globe-trotter extraordinaire) returns.  For discus-

sion at this meeting will be possible changes to our website 

and the feasibility of a Facebook page for District 14. 
 

The PR committee also attended and assisted with the RTO/

ERO Retirement Planning Workshop on February 17. 
 

A new chair for the Public Relations Committee is really 

needed.  It is an interesting role that overlaps many of the 

standing committees and allows for involvement in many 

aspects of our organization.  Please give me a call if you are 

interested! 
 

Carolynn Canham 

  

RTO/ERO DISTRICT 14 INVITES YOU 

TO GET INVOLVED 
 

 

 

RTO/ERO is a volunteer driven, service organization that 
works on behalf of our members, and all Senior Citizens in 
Canada.  Since we are volunteers and retirees, we recognize 
the need to make our organization flexible.  We do not want 
to trade the long hours of work we spent teaching for long 
hours of work spent doing the work of RTO/ERO.  We also do 
not want to interrupt our travel, volunteering, or life plans 

for the sake of meetings.  Here at the District 14 level, our 

Executive meets for two hours only five times a year.  The 

Table Officers (the Presidents, Secretary and Treasurer) try 

to meet for a short while each month (when our travel plans 

allow).  Our various committees work on very flexible 

schedules drawn up on the basis of when members are avail-

able.  The work is enjoyable, the company is fun, and the 

rewards of providing important services and enjoyment to 

our members are indescribable.  And it allows us to contin-

ue putting our favourite personal talents to work in many 

ways. 
  

We know that there are many talented people in our mem-
bership who have gifts to offer the District, but maybe don’t 
know how to get involved.  So, we invite you to attend any 

of our Executive Meetings to learn more.  They are casual, 
fun sessions. The next one is coming up on Thursday, April 21 
at the Dr. Huq Library in the St. Catharines Kiwanis Aquatic 
Centre, 425 Carlton Street at 1:00 p.m.  We would love to 
have you join us (just to see what we do)!  If you are interest-
ed, please call Bonnie Bryan at 905-562-7773 (so that we 
have enough refreshments on hand!). 

http://www.rtoero-district14.org
http://www.rtoero-district14.org
http://www.paypal.com/ca/home
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RESPECT 
 

Fellow members of District 14, let us celebrate that during the 

month of February, 2016, member R. Kathleen Fritz, turned 100!  

Although she now resides in Brooklin, Ontario, Kathleen has been 

faithfully reading her Grapevine and following the activities of our 

District.  She is unable to attend the Spring Luncheon on May 5, 

2016, where she would have been honoured in person, but she 

has asked me to convey her appreciation for the invitation.  She 

also has asked me to thank the members of District 14 for mak-

ing the arrangements for her to receive the RTO-ERO certificate 

and flowers. Kathleen did graciously agree to fill out a question-

naire to form the basis for the following article, at her place of 

Residence, in Brooklin. 
 

Following graduation from Listowel 

High School, Kathleen “tried a cou-

ple of occupations, but neither ap-

pealed as a lifetime endeavour” and 

so, following her mother's sugges-

tion, she enrolled in Stratford Nor-

mal School.  For her first teaching 

assignment, Kathleen taught mostly 

Amish children in a rural school near 

Milverton.  She was paid $600.00 for 

the year and for the second year, 

$700.00.  
 

Here is one vivid memory from those early days: “One of 

the girls came to my school with what was whooping cough.  

I had to tell her that she could not attend class.  When her 

baby sister died of it, the couple with whom I boarded, took 

me to the home to pay our respects.  As we drove in the 

lane, we saw the grandfather making the coffin.  It was so 

difficult to meet the parents and see their beautiful little girl 

lying on a table.” 
 

As her career progressed, Kathleen acquired additional qual-

ifications in Kindergarten-Primary, Speech, and university 

level courses.  She even qualified as a radio broadcaster at 

Queens University, which she found to be so useful in Eng-

lish classes and speaking.  And then too, she studied Bible 

courses at McMaster, also useful for the then prescribed 

course of study in Grade eight.   
 

Her career has taken her to many different places and situa-

tions.  In the Stratford area, Kathleen was hired to teach 

children with learning difficulties, where she also did IQ test-

ing in the elementary schools.  After the class was disbanded 

she went to Ann Hathaway School for 3 years.  After this 

she taught in Leaside for 8 years.  Then Kathleen was mar-

ried and she and her husband moved to St. Catharines, 

where she taught for 21 years in different schools, before 

retiring in 1972.  
 

While summing up her teaching career, Kathleen points out 

that her thirty-five years of teaching provided experiences in 

all grades, from Kindergarten to Grade 8 in a Senior School.  

She states, “I was fortunate to have special music supervi-

sors in all my years and most principals who were great 

leaders.”  Did she have any famous or special students who 

stood out?  Kathleen states, “I like all children and all were 

special.” 
 

And what of Kathleen's outside interests, beyond teaching?  

She worked as a volunteer, including with the Red Cross at 

Sunnybrook Hospital in Toronto and Meals-on-Wheels.  She 

enjoys “Community Concerts, is an active member of the 

United Church, and visiting the elderly.” 
 

When asked for what advice she would give to teachers just 

starting out in the profession today, Kathleen states: 

“Respect - hat starts with self-respect.” 

GOODWILL 
 

As of January 28 2016, your Goodwill Committee has met 

and is now prepared to serve you for yet another year.  Our 

task is to work on your behalf - communicating with district 

members who have been hospitalized, bereaved or are cele-

brating special occasions and milestone birthdays.  New Pro-

vincial privacy regulations allow us to know only the year 

and month when members are born, but we shall still be 

sending out cards on a monthly basis to those turning 80, 85, 

90 and over in 2016.  Those celebrating a 100th birthday will 

be invited as a guest of District 14 and honoured at our 

Spring Luncheon, and those turning 80 at the Fall Annual 

General Meeting. 
 

Once again I wish to thank all those wonderful Area Repre-

sentatives who have agreed to stay on the Goodwill Com-

mittee and take on the job of sending out the cards and 

notes.  I would also like to give my thanks to Luba Beange 

who will continue to act as our bereavement coordinator 

upon the death of any member of District 14. 
 

Please note there have been new changes to the Area Rep-

resentative list.  We welcome Jim and Laura Mable who will 

act as a team to give much needed help to Mary Jane Tanner 

serving the Beamsville, Grimsby, Jordan, Jordan Station & 

Vineland area.  This means that Carolynn Canham who had 

generously agreed to fill this gap during the winter may now 

be able to just attend to her Vice President and Public Rela-

tions duties from now on.  Mary Jane and the Committee 

thank her for agreeing to help us out in the interim, and now 

we are most grateful to the Mables for stepping in.  After 

faithfully serving the needs of members in the Welland area 

for many years, Jo-Anne Fabris is stepping down.  Therefore, 

we still require one more Representative for both Welland 

and St. Catharines, and to date no-one has yet stepped for-

ward to serve in West Lincoln (Caistor Centre, Lowbanks, 

St. Ann's, Smithville, Wainfleet & Wellandport). 
 

Please, seriously consider serving on the Goodwill 

Committee.  Contact me by phone or email.  Also 

please remember that we can not do our job without your 

help.  LET YOUR AREA REPRESENTATIVE KNOW WHENEVER A 

MEMBER IS IN NEED OF SOME GOODWILL. 
 

Margot Smith, Goodwill Chair   

905-892-1891 

mfd.smith@sympatico.ca 

http://www.rtoero-district14.org
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WELCOME  TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

We hope you will come out and enjoy the full benefits and camaraderie of being a member of RTO/ERO District 14 Niagara! 

Rosemary Addison 

Wayne Barnhardt 

Jeannette Blazetich 

Anne Durksen 

Charles Honey 

Ewa Koczorowski 

Jean Lauzon 

Philip Main 

Catherine McNeil 

Khadija Nakhooda 

Christine Porco 

Fortunato Priolo 

Mary Beth Scott Andrews 

Lucy Sharp 

Doris Tye 

Edith Van Dongen 

Jane Wainwright 

Debra Young 

Clark Young 

John Zeman 

days if we want to go farther afield.  We get to really 

live in a country.  We have often “met the neighbours” 

on our exchanges and in Frodsham, England we treated 

the neighbours to a Canadian Barbeque with Canadian 

beer and maple sugar desserts. 
 

Another big attraction for us is being able to be at a 

home in the evenings and not in a hotel.  When it gets 

dark, we're off the roads as most old people are!  If we 

don't feel like doing anything during the day, we're in a 

home with a garden, and lots of room.  We don't feel 

the need to rush about.  We have had friends join us on 

our exchanges since there is usually lots of room.  Your 

friends really love it when you offer them free accom-

modation in a country they've wanted to visit. 
 

Home exchange isn't for everyone.  There is a certain 

amount of trust involved.  We have come back each 

time to a clean, well cared for house.   We haven't had 

to worry about watering plants or getting someone to 

mind the house.  Several times we have overlapped 

with our exchanges, and they have spent time with us 

here, or we have spent time with them there, and have 

gotten to know them - that's always a bonus. 
 

Take a look at homeexchange.com.  You can look at 

homes in all the places you'd like to 

visit and even if you don't choose to 

do it, it's lots of fun to look.  If you'd 

like to talk further, don't hesitate to 

call us - we love talking about our 

exchanges! 
  

Carolynne and Bob Canham     

Have you done something we should hear 

about:  volunteering, artistic, community, awards, 

etc.?   Call Carolynne Canham at 

905-309-4313 and you’ll be in the Grapevine! 

LIFE AFTER RETIREMENT 

Since I didn't manage to touch base with any of our 

members for a story for this newsletter, I thought I 

would tell you about something my husband Bob and I 

have done, that might be of interest to some of you.  

Don't worry, I'm not going to dazzle you.   We haven't 

climbed mountains, or written books, or made a million 

selling our handcrafted, organic alpaca wool sweaters.   

But, we have done 9 HOME EXCHANGES! 
 

Home exchange, we have 

found, is a wonderful way to 

see the world,  and this sum-

mer we'll be in the Loire Valley 

in France for 3 weeks. 
 

We belong to an internet site called 

www.homeexchange.com where we can find people 

from all over the globe who want to exchange.  You 

read about the homes available for exchange, see pho-

tos, see a profile of the people, and see what their area 

has to offer.  We generally exchange with couples who 

are retired as they have flexible time frames.  The 

homes we've been in have been on a par with our own, 

with a couple which were much, much nicer 

(overlooking the ocean in California, and in a small hill 

village in Italy). 
 

This user friendly website offers a good opportunity to 

get to know the people you are exchanging with.  We 

usually go back and forth with many emails as we work 

out details of the exchange.  Towards the end we make 

contact by phone and by then we are quite familiar with 

the people who are coming to our home. 
 

What appeals to us about this way of travelling is that 

we go to one place and unpack.  We can then do day 
trips to see the sights or even go away for a couple of 

http://www.rtoero-district14.org
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RTO/ERO DISTRICT 14 PRESENTS… 

THE SHAW FESTIVAL THEATRE LINE-UP 

2016 

We have organized an excellent selection of theatre 

productions for your enjoyment this year.  We have 

booked 3 shows for the following dates: 

 “Alice in Wonderland” at the Shaw Festival Theatre 

for Thursday, June 16, 2016. Matinee show – 2 pm. 

Ticket price of $45.00 per person. 

 “Our Town” at the Royal George Theatre for Friday, 

September 30, 2016.  Matinee show – 2 pm. Ticket 

price of $45.00 per person.  

 “Sweeney Todd” at the Shaw Festival Theatre for 

Thursday, October 13. 2016. Matinee show – 2 pm. 

Ticket price of $50.00 per person. 

All 3 productions promise to be of excellent quality.  

We have reserved 35 seats for our members and 

guests and have been assigned prime seating for all 3 

performances. 
 

Call now to reserve your tickets for one or all 3 plays.  

Contact Diane Conklin at 905-871-3038 or 

drconklin@bell.net.  Leave a name and number and we 

will confirm your reserved seats promptly.  Again, there 

are only 35 tickets for each play, so call NOW to en-

sure your ticket reservation. 
 

Mail your cheques to Diane Conklin at 19 Phipps 

Street, Fort Erie, Ont. L2A2V3 (please no post-dated 

cheques).   

EVENTS UPDATE 

SPRING LUNCHEON 2016 
 

Join us on Thursday, May 5th 

for our annual Spring Lunch-

eon at the Marriott Gateway 

on the Falls Hotel (6755 

Fallsview Boulevard) in Niag-

ara Falls.  We have arranged 

to have a special musical cabaret performance created 

by the Firehall Theatre Players of Niagara Falls entitled 

“In the Wings”.  Your meal will include a choice of soup 

or salad, herb-lemon roasted chicken, steamed finger-

ling potatoes, seasonal vegetables, and crème brulé with 

berries, and Starbuck’s coffee and teas all at a cost of 

$25 (subsidized by RTO/ERO District 14).  Please use 

the attached flyer to order your tickets, or go to our 

website (www.rtoero-district14.org/events) to pay us-

ing PayPal.  For more in-

formation, or if you require a 

special meal, please contact 

Diane Conklin, our Events 

Co-ordinator, at  

905-871-3038 or  

          drconklin@bell.net. 
 

Don’t miss this opportunity to renew acquaintances 

and join with friends to celebrate the arrival of Spring!  

SMART PHONE SMARTS 

By The Cheap Traveller 
 

I recently travelled to China using my Smart Phone 

for a phone, email, computer and camera.  Because 

I was travelling in China, I had to be sure I had op-

tions for the programmes I needed in something 

other than Google.  Google is not allowed in China.  That 

means no Gmail, Facebook, Google Search, etc.  I used 

WeChat for phone, an iCloud address for return email and 

Yahoo for web browsing. 
 

First I made sure that my phone was set to airplane mode 

and would remain that way for the entire trip.  In order to 

make free calls to my relatives back home I made sure that 

they all had WeChat installed on their phones so that we 

could video chat with me for free.  Another good pro-

gramme is WhatsApp.  Both are free and can be used on any 

type of smart phone.  I can send pictures, videos, phone calls 

and video phone calls all for free using the internet.  Each 

night I kept in contact using free video calls to my family and 

sent copies of pictures taken during the day back home using 

the hotel Wi-Fi.  It is just as easy as making a regular cell 

phone call. 
 

All of my guides and interpreters had WeChat.  We made 

plans and kept in contact from one city to the other using 

the messaging feature of the app when I had Wi-Fi.  Yes, that 

is the one downside to this method.  On the upside you only 

have to carry one small light multipurpose piece of equip-

ment for the whole trip.  Also, and this is the best, usage is 

free! 
 

What did I learn from the mistakes I made?  I should have 

set up free accounts at McDonalds, Starbucks, Tim Hortons 

and other chains that provide free Wi-Fi while I was still in 

Canada.  It is very convenient to log in when you are out 

and about during the day.  Unfortunately, I could not open 

an account while in China because I did not have a recog-

nizable Chinese phone number.  I am working on getting 

accounts set up for my next trip. 
 

I have found this a great option if you want to travel cheap 

and light. 

http://www.rtoero-district14.org
mailto:drconklin@bell.net
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Editor’s Note:  The views expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the official position of RTO/ERO District 
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Going Places and Doing Things 2016 
 

 

 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Spring Luncheon 

May 5, 12:00 p.m. 

The Marriott Gateway on the Falls Hotel 

Entertainment by the Firehall Theatre 

See the attached flyer 

$25 

PayPal is 

Available on 

Our Website 

   

 

 

Shaw Festival 

 

June 16, 2 p.m  - “Alice in Wonderland” 

September 30, 2 p.m. - “Our Town” 

October 13, 2 p.m. - “Sweeney Todd” 

See the article on page 7 of this Grapevine 
     

 

$45 

$45 

$50 

   

 

Farewell to the Bell 
 

September (date & location to be determined) 

Watch for the details in the Summer Grapevine 

Contact Pat Davis, 905-835-8056, for more information  

 

t.b.a. 

 

   

 
 

Watch the Website & Future Grapevine Issues 

for Updates 

 

 

DISTRICT 14 

PLEASE NOTE 
All participants in District 14 Organized Trips MUST sign a Liability Waiver prior to the beginning of the activity.  These 

forms can be found on our District 14 Website. You must include one when you mail your payment to the Event Organ-

izer or bring one with you if you pay with PayPal.  Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

Over 1500 Email Grapevines! 

    Now, more than ever, it is imperative that we have your correct email address.  Over 1500 copies of the Grapevine are received by 

email link.  If we do not have your correct email you will be missing out.  Send all changes or corrections to 

chereen@cogeco.ca. 

      

The deadline for submitting material for the Summer Grapevine is May 15, 2016 

A portion of your cost is being subsidized by RTO/ERO District 14 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT NO POSTDATED CHEQUES WILL BE ACCEPTED 
 

You may now pay with                       on the District 14 Website 
  

For more information, please read the article on Page 4 
 

Not all ticket requests may be filled as only a Limited Number of Tickets are available for each event.   

 

N.B.  For more information please contact Diane Conklin at 905-871-3038 

or the Organizer listed above for the event. 

http://www.rtoero-district14.org

